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ROSA AMERICANA, LTD. 
FIXED PRICE LIST #23 


An interesting offering of colonial type coins, rarer 
die varieties, specimens from famous collections, 
and affordable pieces for every budget 


‘WELCOME! 


Certainly something of a record for me, this 23" Fixed Price List of interesting and 
affordable colonial coins, tokens, and medals follows fast on the heels of my 224 list which 
came out just four months ago. For those of you who have been on my mailing list for years (or 
even decades) you know that lists were often spaced many years apart — one of my goals in 
moving from those mammoth lists of 600-700 coins was to put out smaller, more frequent lists, 
which has been the case since my 20" Price List, issued in digital format (issued in 2019, 9 years 
after the 19" price list was put in the mail!). This smaller number of coins per list means that I 
can get the writing done faster, while the digital format makes it feasible to have larger-sized, 
high quality, full color photographs of every coin. Because I’m not spending money on printing 
and postage it also means that I can go into far greater detail, devoting an entire page of photo 
and text to a coin that may have a price of just a couple hundred dollars. Why? Because the 
coins are damned interesting, and deserve to have this kind of attention to detail — you like them, 
and I like them too, and I hope that shows! I am a collector at heart — and the dealing in 
colonials finances my collecting and allows me to acquire, study, enjoy, and pass along pieces 
that I may otherwise never have pursued. As a collector, especially one with a limited budget, it 
means that every piece I buy for my collection — or inventory — has to represent good value for 
the money. As a dealer, I do not chase Finest Knowns or Registry Set grades because I don’t see 
those as good value for the average collector, at least not at the price levels they are now at. This 
view may be due to my being active in the hobby since the late-1970s, and dealing in colonials 
since 1989 — while I can understand a choice coin being worth multiples of an average one, I just 
don’t see an MS67 being worth 87.32 times more than an MS66. If that’s your thing, great — but 
this will not be a list for you. 

However, if, like me, you can appreciate a lightly-circulated specimen, or even a well- 
circulated one example of a very rare variety, then you will find much of interest! The 80 lots 
offered in the following pages represent a broad range of type coins, with some deeper dives into 
series like the French Colonies issues, Connecticut and New Jersey coppers, post-Confederation 
tokens, and Washingtonia. There are pieces for every budget, ranging from a few hundred 
dollars to a few thousand, both slabbed and raw, and with pieces with provenance from some of 
the finest colonial collections of the 20° century. Each lot is well-described, and the 
photographs are of the actual coins being sold (I am happy to email you larger images of any lots 
of interest — just ask!). Each coin is unconditionally guaranteed to be genuine (save for those 
specifically sold as counterfeit of course), correctly attributed (Whitman Encyclopedia numbers 
have been added as well), and conservatively graded. The descriptions point you towards 
comparable pieces that have appeared in auction so that you, the collector, can do your own 
homework and compare grades and prices. Because I pass on many, many more coins than I 
actually buy for inventory this also means that I guarantee you will be pleased with what you get 
—and if something doesn’t fit your needs for any reason, just send it on back for a full refund! 

If you see something of interest, please reach out — ordering details are on the final page. 
But do remember, we have just one example of each and the first person who asks about a 
specific coin is the one who gets it (I don’t get many returns, but will always take your name 
down for something that may be out on approval, on the off chance it does come back). So 
please, sit back, relax, and enjoy the read. 


— Jeff Rock — 


An Affordable 1652 Oak Tree Sixpence 
From the Robert Martin Collection 
y 


1. 1652 Oak Tree Sixpence. Noe 21, Salmon 2a-B, W-400, a distinct type with IN on the 
obverse. Rarity-5. 31.8 grains. This is the Robert Martin specimen, and appeared as Lot 5012 
of the Stack’s Bowers November 2019 sale of his collection shortly after his untimely death. It 
was plated and described in that sale as follows: 


1652 Oak Tree Sixpence. Noe-21, Salmon 2a-B, W-400. Rarity-5. IN on Obverse. Fine 
Details--Damage (PCGS). 31.6 grains. Slightly wavy and creased but without sizeable or 
distracting abrasions. The surfaces are glossy and smooth, displaying slate patina with swaths of 
peach hues and a faint colorful iridescence. The obverse is drawn mildly towards 1 o'clock and 
the reverse is ideally centered. The strike is uneven on the obverse, revealing just a ghost of the 
tree and a few select letters in the legends as seen on the Craige:11007 and Kendall:2345 
specimens. The legends remain full on the reverse, framing a sharp date and much of the 
denomination. Pleasantly original and remarkably attractive. 

Provenance: From the Robert M. Martin Collection. Ex Heritage's sale of April 2011, lot 3908. 


While we agree with the grade on the slab, we have seen similar examples with these small 
creases that made it into regular holders, without a details grade. The reverse on this one is 
particularly sharp, and approaches full VF detail, while the weakness on the obverse is seen on 
nearly all examples of the variety. The final line of the Stack’s Bowers description really 
encapsulates the majority of Robert Martin’s collection — he only added pieces that met his 
standards for eye appeal, and any coin with his provenance is going to be attractive. Affordable 
Massachusetts silver has all but disappeared from the market. This pleasing example, in the 
PCGS slab and with Martin’s original handwritten envelope is just............0:cceeeeeee eee eee $1,800 


An Extremely Rare Counterstamped St. Patrick’s Farthing 
From the Clem Schettino Collection 


2. Undated (ca. 1652-1674) St. Patrick Farthing. Martin 1b.6-Ca.10, W-11500. Low Rarity- 
7. Copper. Nothing Below King. Choice Very Fine, a well struck and pleasing example of this 
VERY RARE variety, rated a Low Rarity-7 in Syd Martin’s book on the series. The obverse has 
been boldly counterstamped IC in individual letter punches, and thus may be traceable to a 
silversmith, pewter maker, or someone in a similar occupation. The coin itself is quite nice, the 
legends full and bold on either side, the design details strong save for St, Patrick’s face which is 
directly opposite the I of the countermark and was slightly weakened by it. There is a bold 
golden splash at the crown, and the planchet is a pleasing light tan, with surfaces that are mostly 
hard and very pleasing to the eye. A very rare variety, we have only been able to locate three 
auction records, including this exact coin which was in Stack’s Bowers November 2019 C4 
auction. In that sale the cataloguer noted that “According to Sydney F. Martin in the excellent 
reference Saint Patrick Coinage (2018), counterstamps are rarely encountered on St. Patrick 
coinage, always on farthings, never on halfpennies. When encountered, these counterstamps are 
usually ‘crude initials struck from individual letter punches,’ as here. This particular IC 
counterstamp is not pictured in the Martin reference, and it is also unlisted in the Brunk 
reference, so its meaning and purpose can only be surmised. An intriguing piece, and clearly 
worthy of additional study.” As colonial specialists know, there was very little that escaped Syd 
Martin’s attention in the areas he was writing about, so to have an attractive example of an 
oddball piece that Syd did not know about certainly speaks volumes about its rarity. This is an 
example that should have been in Syd’s collection — and should have been sold to him by Clem 
Schettino, but sadly both those gentlemen passed away prior to that occurring. We are offering it 
here on behalf of the Schettino family, and the coin comes in Clem’s distinct handwritten 
envelope with his name and address stamp on the back flap. Really a pleasing piece, high grade, 
great color, a bold splasher, made even more intriguing by the extremely rare countermark — and 
all that for a fraction of the price these sold for just five years aGO.......... 0... .cc cece eee eeeeees $650 


3. 1722 Rosa Americana Halfpenny. Martin 2.1-B.1, W-1218. Rarity-4. D.G: REX / ROSA 
AMERI. UTILI DULCI. PCGS graded Fine Details. Actually better than the grade on the 
slab, the obverse is a high-end Fine, the reverse fully of the VF level, showing all the seeds in the 
rose, detail which wears down dramatically in Fine and lower grade coins. Well struck, the 
legends are full on both sides, as is the date, with the all-important D: G: REX fully visible. 
Attractive medium brown, the planchet with light roughness on either side that doesn’t rise to the 
level of environmental damage in our eyes — and, indeed, we have seen rougher examples make 
it into holders with straight grades, so this may be one well worth resubmitting. Other than the 
light roughness there is no appreciable damage from circulation. Called a pattern or a prototype 
by Walter Breen, there are far more known of this variety than one would expect for a pattern 
issue, though it is certainly a distinct obverse type in the series — and there was a different die 
with the same legend also used in the Hibernia series. The halfpenny denomination is the rarest 
in the Rosa Americana series, and this unusual legend style is represented by this single variety, 
meaning it is in demand by both variety and type collectors. Rated by Syd Martin as a Rarity-4, 
we think it is actually slightly rarer than that, on the order of a full R-5 — one problem with such 
naked-eye type coins is that they are nearly always catalogued as such, which means they are 
very rarely sold unattributed, and most rarity ratings factor in a set number of pieces that will be 
found unattributed (i.e. if a researcher can account for 20 examples of a given variety they 
usually assume an equal number are out there unattributed, and the rarity rating given would be 
on 40 probably examples, not the 20 actually known). In any event, this is a pleasing enough 
example, with good color and strong detail. In the slab, priced at just...................c cece ee $325 


THE JOHN L. ROPER EXAMPLE OF THE VERY RARE 
1722 VTILE DVLCI ROSA AMERICANA PENNY 


4. 1722 Rosa Americana Penny. Martin 2-A.1, W-1256, the VTILE DVLCI reverse. 
Rarity-6. ICG graded EF45, an accurate grade in our opinion. This example appeared as Lot 
5015 in the Stack’s Bowers 2016 C4 sale, where it was ably catalogued as follows: 


1722 Rosa Americana Penny. Martin 2.1-A.1, W-1256. Rarity-5. VTILE DVLCI. EF-45 
(ICG). 118.9 grains. This sharply struck Rosa Americana penny offers crisp detail to both the 
obverse portrait and the reverse rose. It is boldly toned in a blend of deep steely-copper and 
lighter antique gold. Areas of porosity are evident on the obverse at King George's face and on 
the reverse around the word VTILE, but otherwise this piece appears fairly smooth. As a rule, 
not an exception, bath metal coins show some porosity -- a characteristic of the metal itself. This 
is a scarce Guide Book variety with Vs in place of Us in the reverse legend. 

Provenance: From the Carolina Colonial Coin Collection. Earlier from our (Stack's) sale of the 
John L. Roper, 2nd Collection of Colonial & Early American Coins, December 1983, lot 81; our 
(Bowers and Merena's) Montgomery Collection sale, May 1998, lot 66. Bowers and Merena lot 
tag included. 


The Roper collection is rightly famous for the quality of the coins it contained, and the excellent 
job of cataloguing, one of the indispensable sales in a colonial library — though it was sold at the 
absolute low point of the coin market so the prices realized list looks more like wishful thinking 
today! Those coins were quickly absorbed into some of the finest collections, and few have 
reentered the marketplace. This rare type, the only obverse die to have V’s in the legend instead 
of U’s, is always popular — we note that a VF20 sold in the 2012 C4 sale for $3,220. This 
example, 25 points higher and with a provenance to one of the key collections of the modern era 
18 DARIN GD JUST: wrackcatienenre Pian weves'es amkhtents biauivbente eae ense iaewbeeniidddee bide $1,400 

In the ICG slab and accompanied by the lot ticket for the Bowers and Merena May 1998 
auction as described above. 


Philip Keller’s 1722 Rosa Americana Penny 
NGC XF45 


1722 'UTILE DULCI’ 1P 
ROSA AMERICANA 
XF 45 BN 


5. 1722 Rosa Americana Penny. Martin 3.1-D.6, W-1272. Rarity-4. UTILE DULCI legend. 
This example appeared as Lot 3034 of the Heritage Auctions where it was incorrectly described 
as a great rarity, as follows: 


UTILE DULCI 1722 Rosa Americana Penny. Extremely Rare Martin 3-D, W-1272, 
XF451722 PENNY Rosa Americana Penny, UTILE XF45 NGC. Martin 3-D, W-1272, R.7. 
The extremely rare Obverse 3, which shows no stop after the word REX. Both sides show an 
intriguing combination of texture and smoothness, of deep browns and lighter peaches and 
apricots. Though lightly worn, this is an impressively appealing Choice XF coin. Listed on page 
40 of the 2011 Guide Book. 

Purchased from Richard Picker (8/11/1961). 


In Syd Martin’s book on the series, the variety was given an R-4 rating, meaning scarce, but not 
rare, which seems accurate as we have found close to a dozen auction and fixed price sales of the 
variety. It is a distinct type though, with stops after all the obverse words save for REX, likely 
because the last letter of that word is very close to the bust and there simply wasn’t room to 
squeeze it in. 
The Keller sale was notable for having most of its coins undergraded by the slabbing company, 
which apparently used Keller’s 1960-era grades for many of the pieces, without taking into 
account how much grading standards have since changed. We think this example to be a full 
AU, and have seen less-attractive coins in full 55 slabs, and it may be worth resubmitting. 
Regardless of 45, 50 or 55 grade, it is a strongly-detailed example with great color and eye 
appeal, ond is available At US b2i.05,+40ceecdonsagacneanspessdatataeonsieunnaeeaneepranicasminnsseances $1,500 
In the original slab as pictured, and accompanied by Richard Picker’s original printed 
envelope, with Keller’s handwritten annotations, including a variety attribution for a trial list of 
Rosa Americana varieties — something that would remain unaccomplished for 60 years until Syd 
Martin published his masterful reference work. 


An Inexpensive, Nicely Detailed Hibernia Farthing 


6. 1723 Wood's Hibernia Farthing. Martin 3.13-Bc.10, W-12350. Rarity-5. Extremely Fine 
high in that grade in terms of sharpness. Rather bold, the legends and date full, the design details 
all strong, including all the hair on the king’s head and the strings in the reverse harp, the latter 
showing light die breaks within which make the variety easy to attribute. Medium chocolate 
brown, the reverse with an area of lighter toning at the lower third, the surfaces with a few marks 
but mostly hard. The edge shows a number of light rim nicks, as if someone was tapping it all 
around; only a couple are visible from either side of the coin, and thus they are not as 
problematical as they would otherwise be. Still a decent enough, well-detailed example of a 
Rarity-5 variety, the edge nicks cutting the price well under half what a comparable specimen 
TOUIG MER Wise WIND. vc cciaccshi cate cerd tise tvenetseaeareanid eax tiveansdaxeauaat axkssieceies $150 


And an Affordable, Scarcer, 1724 Hibernia Farthing 


7. 1724 Wood's Hibernia Farthing. Martin 3.9-D.1, W-12600. Rarity-4. Very Fine, the 
reverse a bit weaker as struck, and as usually seen on the farthings of this year. The legends and 
all-important date are all strong, while the King’s bust shows ample hair and facial details. The 
seated reverse figure a tad weak at her center, but everything is outlined, the harp and branch 
strong. Dark brown fields with much lighter tan devices gives a nice two-tone looks, the 
surfaces with a very faint roughness to them, but no major marks or damage. The 1724-dated 
farthings are much rarer than their 1723 counterparts, with far fewer varieties, and much more 
itenlt 1G loeate Iiniee GOMdION., .2:02040,0.2pAnsateiss decane dadenaecadapateatectadaesatnaeenneede $250 


Ted Craige’s 1722 Harp Left Hibernia Halfpenny, PCGS AUS5S5 
Ex Ted Craige and Bob Vlack 


ta 
PCGS AUS55 
Hibernia, Harp Right 
6943552 
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8. 1722 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. Martin 4.7-C.6, W-12810. Rarity-5. Harp at Right. 
PCGS graded AU-55, which we agree with. This was Ted Craige’s example of the variety, and 
appeared as Lot 83 in the Stack’s Bowers March 2013 sale of his collection, where it was plated 
and described as follows: 


1722 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. Martin 4.7-C.6, W-12810. Rarity-5. Second Type, Harp 
at Right. AU-55 (PCGS). 112.4 grains. Medium to dark brown on the obverse and reverse with 
smooth wear on the high points of the curls. Clean surfaces with minimal signs of circulation or 
handling. Identifiable by a small planchet chip from the rim to the E of REX. Usual die state with 
the reverse displaying extensive crumbling and die rust. An attractive example of this die pairing 
for the color as well as the surfaces. 

Provenance: From the Ted L. Craige Collection. Paper envelope included. 


Though described as a Rarity-5, we note that only two examples of this variety are present in the 
online Stack’s Bowers archives, this example and a very low grade one offered in a group lot. 
There is also just a single example of the variety in the Heritage archives, an NGC-graded VF30, 
so it may well be that the variety is much rarer than previously thought. This is actually 
bolstered by Bob Vlack’s original printed and typed envelope which accompanies the coin, 
where this piece is described as “3 known.” The nice thing for collectors about these under- 
researched series is that there will be rarities that were not recognized as such. Regardless of 
what the rarity ends up being, this is the finest example of the variety yet offered, by 25 points. 
It is a major type, the 1722 date with the harp to right, and has a provenance to two great 
collections, those of Ted Craige and Bob Vlack. A special coin, at only....................:008 $900 
In the PCGS AU55 slab as pictured, accompanied by Bob Vlack’s envelope with his 
printed address on the rear flap, and typed and handwritten information on both sides. Vlack 
prepared an unpublished manuscript on the series which Syd Martin later used as a starting 
point for his own book, and the envelope has Vlack variety 5.5k1-L.10n1 as the Vlack variety. 


A Lovely AU Voce Populi Halfpenny 
From the Ted Craige collection 


9. 1760 Voce Populi Halfpenny. Nelson 9, Zelinka 6-C, W-13280. About Uncirculated. 
This is the TED CRAIGE example of the variety, and appeared as Lot 6231 in the November, 
2012 sale of his collection by Stack’s-Bowers, where it was described as follows: 


1760 Hibernia-Voce Populi Halfpenny. Zelinka 6-C, Nelson-9, W-13280. Rarity-3. 
AU-50. 99.2 grains. Choice lustrous chocolate brown with frosty, smooth fields. Fairly 
nicely struck for the variety, with nearly complete denticles surrounding the obverse. 
Some very minor rim bruises are seen around the reverse. Craige noted this was "Choice 
for Type Coin," a fair statement about any Voce Populi with luster. Very attractive, ideal 
for a collector who only needs one nice Voce. 


A very choice specimen in all respects and we suspect it would slab at a slightly higher grade 
level than given in the Craige auction if resubmitted today. There are no major marks from 
circulation and ample die finishing lines are visible in the obverse fields attesting to its high 
grade. The surfaces are hard and very choice, without the roughness that is often found on this 
type (we have seen far less attractive Voce’s slabbed as AUSS and even 58). The Voce Populi 
issues were not saved in great numbers by collectors of the time, and the average grade of extant 
specimens today shows that they circulated for quite some time. This lovely example, with a 
great provenance, and one that would be virtually impossible to upgrade even slightly. With 
ever-increasing prices for choice colonials, this one is a great buy at just............ ..... $1,500 

Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Ted Craige 2012 auction, as well as 
Craige’s original handwritten envelope. 


An Affordable, Cleanly Circulated Pitt Halfpenny 


10. 1766 Pitt Halfpenny. Betts 519, W-8350. Very Fine, well struck save for the extreme 
right edge of the reverse, an area that is often seen weak on this type; this causes a loss of the 
legend there, the remainder of the letters on either side mostly strong. The bust of Pitt and the 
ship are both sharp and show solid VF design detail. Nice medium brown, the surfaces hard and 
pleasing to the eye. A fascinating issue, one that is clearly important to the American colonial 
collector as the design not only names America on the reverse, but refers to the infamous Stamp 
Act which both propelled Pitt into prominence and, a decade later, the American colonies into 
revolution. Collectors of this historic issue are often faced with just two choices: paying a lot of 
money for an AU or Uncirculated specimen or finding a more affordable circulated one that is 
rough or damaged — this is the rare exception that is circulated, not damaged, quite pleasing in 
color and overall eye appeal, yet still quite affordable. 25.0.0. ccccccsecssceeedscaesevenaeviesaereces $900 


A VERY RARE VIRGINIA HALFPENNY VARIETY 
Offered at Type Coin Money! 
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11. 1773 Virginia Halfpenny. Newman 13-T, W-1495. Rarity-6. No Period After 
GEORGIVS, 7 Harp Strings. PCGS Graded VF Details, a fair grade. Well struck, the 
legends and date all full, the individual letters and numbers strong. Sharp design detail on the 
bust and in the reverse shield, the crown above showing all the jewels within. Chocolate brown, 
the surfaces with a light but even roughness which accounts for the details grade, though the only 
really noticeable patch is in the field in front of the king’s face. No marks or damage from its 
time in circulation, which does help the overall eye appeal. Dr. Roger Moore has recently 
published a book on the series through C4, which has made attributing these coins much easier, 
even for circulated examples. The Newman 13-T variety has long been known as a rarer one 
(and is of the scarce No Period obverse type, lacking a stop after GEORGIVS), and it appears 
that few (if any) were in the Cohen Hoard of Virginia halfpence that was found in the 1870s. We 
have been able to trace just two public auction appearances for Uncirculated examples of the 
variety in the last couple decades — and just three of circulated examples, this and another VF 
details coin offered by Stack’s Bowers (the other a VF Details that sold for nearly $325 in March 
2013), and a Fine details offered by Heritage sold in October 2010. A few others have been sold 
on price lists, including a couple on our price lists, but the variety has remained rare; for many 
years we were the only dealer actually attributing Virginia halfpennies, and over the course of 30 
years we only found two unattributed examples of this variety, both in low grades. While the 
number of collectors pursuing the series by variety is small, Moore’s book makes it far more 
likely that others will start to do so — especially when rare varieties like this can be acquired for 
little more than what a common variety would cost — and at less money than a comparable 
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A Nice PCGS VF 1785 Nova Constellatio 
Notably Off-Center 
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(Photo taken through plastic slab) 


12. 1785 Nova Constellatio Copper. Crosby 5-E, W-1915. Rarity-4+. CONSTELLATIO, 
Pointed Rays, Large Date. PCGS graded VF-20, likely a candidate for regrading, both to get 
into a slab without the light scratches, as well as the potential for a higher grade, as this looks far 
more like a VF30 to our eyes! Well struck, the legends and date are full, as is the script US at 
the reverse center which often comes weak. The all-seeing eye at the center of the obverse 
shows good detail, while the alternating stars and rays are all razor sharp. Notably about 10% 
off-center to the right, this giving a full set of denticles at the left obverse and an indication of the 
edge of the die, while the reverse is off-center in the same direction but without the denticles 
being as strong. Despite the off-center, it just pushes the very tops of TIO close to the obverse 
edge and does not affect any of the letters or date on the reverse. Medium brown, the surfaces 
hard and choice to the eye — free from the roughness one often sees on this type. There are a few 
trivial striae on the obverse, and no real marks or damage from circulation, which add to the eye 
appeal of the coin. One that should be broken out or resubmitted for grading. Because of the 
light scuff marks on the slab — NOT on the coin itself! — photography of the piece is difficult. 
While the photo above shows some areas of lighter color, that is just the light bouncing off those 
scuffs in the holder, and the coin is a lovely solid color. As always you have our no-questions- 
asked return policy, and we guarantee you will be pleased with the piece! The Crosby 5-E 
variety seems to have caused the makers some problems, as the Unc. Ford coin was off-center a 
tad less than this in the opposite direction, and the November 2020 sale of part of the Anton 
collection had a dramatic double strike of this same variety, while another double struck was in 
the Partrick sale of March 2021. The Nova Constellatios have had a resurgence of popularity in 
the last few years, undoubtedly due to Q. David Bowers’ book The Copper Coins of Vermont, 
which included an in-depth look at the Novas due to the similar designs of the Nova obverse and 
the Vermont landscape reverse. A perfect middle-grade example of the type, as well as this 
A ME ccd acta ects eee distaste ote oid ngs pecan tu ct adam e e denatete tea $600 


A 1640 French Colonies countermark on an UNLISTED HOST — 
An illegal Protestant Issue of Louis XIII 


13. 1640 countermark on 1622-N [Nimes Mint[ Louis XIII Douzain, illegal Protestant issue 
of the Duc de Rohan. Vlack Unlisted as a type, the host coin listed as Duplessy 1341c, 
unlisted in Ciani. Choice Very Fine, well struck and with the legends strong though some 
letters are lost to the misshapen planchet, a typical occurrence on this host coin. The 1622 date is 
mostly all visible at the top reverse, and the “N” mintmark is bold at the base of the shield. 
Lovely silvery grey, the surfaces hard and pleasing, the countermark lightly applied to the 
reverse and thus not causing much flattening on the obverse, and much finer than the Duplessy 
plate coin for this general type. This is a fascinating host coin for a 1640 countermark. The late 
Walter Breen stated that the majority of 1640 countermarks were found on Louis XIII douzains, 
yet Vlack was never able to find one and didn’t list it at all in his billon coinage book; Breen was 
obviously incorrect, and his error likely stemmed from misreading the 1640 date that the 
countermarks were applied to be the date of the host coins, as 1640-dated coins would have been 
struck in the reign of Louis XIII. Unfortunately for that reading, Louis XIII did not issue any 
billon douzains under his name, save for a 1618 issue that is unknown with a countermark (a 
French king would not want to deface his own coinage) and an extremely rare 1641 issue that 
has the countermark engraved into the die (an example of which we offered on our last price 
list). The billon douzains that bear his name were actually illegal issues, struck by the Huguenot 
Duc de Rohan, a Protestant with a storied military career (and a favorite of King Henri IV in 
France as well as Queen Elizabeth I in England who called the Duc “her knight,” a rare honor for 
a non-Englishman). This unauthorized douzain was struck in 1621-2 and again in 1628-9; in 
style it closely follows the earlier douzains, especially those of Henri IJ and IV, with a crowned 
shield on the obverse and a cross with crowns and fleur-de-lys in the fields it forms on the 
reverse, the obvious differences being the letter “L” at each side of the crown as well as the date. 
While only scarce as a coin, the type is quite rare with a 1640 countermark, the main reason that 
Vlack was never able to find one (or allow Breen to correct his error). A really fascinating 
French Colonies item, of the highest rarity and actually a very good-looking coin to boot. If 
something of this rarity and intrigue were in the general British coins struck for North America it 
would be a 5-figure coin, but because the French Colonies issues are not as well understood, 
rarities are still surprisingly affordable. This is only................ceceeeeceee ene ee eee eeeeeen ees $400 


A CHOICE 1710-D FRENCH COLONIES 30 DENIERS 


14. 1710-D [Lyon Min] French Colonies 30 Deniers. Vlack-2, W-11710. Rarity-2 About 
Uncirculated, very nearly in the Choice category. Light rub on the high points of either side, 
but with a fair amount of luster under the gunmetal gray toning. Boldly struck, with all the 
legends and design details as crisp as when the coin dropped from the dies. There is a crescent 
shaped diebreak below the first X of the denomination on the reverse, but no real marks from 
actual circulation. This is a rare issue to find in high grades as they were intended to circulate, 
not sit in collector’s cabinets. Struck on new planchets and with new designs, these were soon 
named mousquetaires due to the resemblance of the cross design on the reverse to the emblem 
of the royal musketeers. Struck at only two mints, Lyon and Metz, from 1709-1713 only. and 
in just two denominations of 15 and 30 deniers, this was the first billon issue struck specifically 
for France’s North American colonies. They were over-valued in terms of metal content, only 
slightly heavier than the Recoined Sols which were valued at only 15 deniers, half the value of 
the new coin. This was purposely done, to insure that most stayed in North America and other 
French colonies, since no French merchant would accept them back at that valuation. Bob 
Vlack estimates that this coinage stayed in circulation for at least a century, and given the 
average grade of most survivors today this is not unreasonable; Vlack notes some of the 
fluctuations in valuation of this coin, which soared to 36 deniers at the height of the Mississippi 
Bubble speculations in 1720 — at this valuations, much of the original mintage likely returned to 
France for melting. By the time the Sous Marques billon coinage started in 1738 these earlier 
30 deniers had fallen to just 18 deniers, essentially the value of their metal at that point. Listed 
in both the Whitman Encyclopedia and the Redbook, this is a French Colonies type that every 
colonial collection should include! This very pleasing AU specimen is priced well under the 
Redbook valuation for an average AU at only...... 0... ccc cece cece ence cece cence eee e nen ee ee anaes $400 


A RARITY-7 VARIETY 1721 FRENCH COLONIES 
NINE DENIERS 


15. 1721-H Sou, or 9 Deniers. La Rochelle Mint. Martin 3.6-B.12, W-11830. Rarity-7. 
Nearly Very Fine. An attractive example of this copper issue, the first reasonably successful 
coinage in that metal specifically for the French North American colonies (the 1717-Q issues 
could not be deemed a success in any way, accounting for their extreme rarity today); it is one of 
just three coinage types covered in Syd Martin’s 2015 work on French Colonies coinages, and is 
indisputably part of the North American colonial series. Generally well struck, the legends are 
full, though the tops of some letters on the obverse are off the planchet as centered; the date is 
full, the H mintmark below is bold. Pleasing darker brown, the surfaces with some minor 
roughness that is typical for the issue, and the expected light marks from circulation. The 9 
Deniers were roughly the same size as the Half Sol coinage struck under John Law just a year 
previously, which was equal in value to just 6 Deniers. This meant the 1721-2 9 Deniers issue 
was overvalued by 50% in relation to French coinage, a much higher percentage than in the past, 
which made Canadians reluctant to accept the coin. We know that these arrived in the United 
States in May, 1723 when they were made legal tender in what is now Biloxi, Mississippi, where 
they were used to pay troops and in company stores. But because of their overvaluation they 
circulated at a discount, and just a year later the Crown officially lowered their value to a more 
realistic 6 Deniers. At this level they seem to have been embraced by the populace (though this 
may have something to do with the fact that the penalty for not taking them at this value involved 
whipping and branding). Struck in just two years, 1721 and 1722, and at just two mints for the 
first year (La Rochelle and Rouen) and one mint the following year, this is a very short type set 
to collect, with the addition of a 1722/1 overdate. But Syd Martin detailed almost 90 different 
die varieties, which gives the more serious collector a way to go deep into a series where very 
rare varieties trade at just a small premium over type coinage! Very few of this type seem to 
have been saved by contemporary collectors, which is reflected in Redbook pricing: while just a 
reasonable $175 in Fine, the valuation jumps more than fivefold to $1,000 in VF (and $2,500 in 
EF). This is also an extremely rare variety, rated a full R-7 by Syd Martin — if this were a state 
coinage issue it would be 5-figures, but as a French Colonies piece, even though it is one 
specifically sent over to North America, the price is a more reasonable..................00e0eeee $400 


A 1725-H SILVER HALF ECU FROM THE 
TREASURE SHIP LE CHAMEAU 
An EXTREMELY RARE denomination, only 10 examples recovered! 


16. 1725-H [La Rochelle Mint] Half Ecu Aux 8 L, Gadoury 312. Technically Uncirculated, 
appearance of Fine or so due to the saltwater immersion, the legends mostly full, though 
occasional letters are weak; the date is all there and the mintmark can be made out. Medium 
pewter color, the surfaces with the expected light and even roughness, and both sides with some 
light flaws likely caused as the ship sank and its contents were spread to the ocean floor. The 
Half Ecu denomination is very rare as a regular coin, and is found far less frequently than the full 
Ecu, and it is FAR rarer as a Chameau treasure ship piece — only 10 examples of the Half Ecu 
denomination were found that could be positively identified, and several of those did not have a 
visible mintmark. A coin the specialist will covet! This series is an interesting addition to the 
French North American coinage issues — and one that likely would not have been known had a 
ship carrying coins specifically intended for payment to French military forces in Canada 
actually made it safely into port. Instead, the ship Le Chameau sank in 1725, taking an amazing 
group of French coins to the bottom of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. The two main coins found 
were gold Louis Mirlotons and silver Ecu aux 8 L’s, the former struck first in 1723 and the latter 
in 1724. While the entire mintages of these coin for the years 1723-25 were not onboard the ill- 
fated ship, a great many were. Over 9,000 individual coins were found, most of the silver ones 
without legible dates or mintmark from saltwater immersion, though the gold pieces fared better. 
The fact that so many of these were specifically sent to North America tie them inextricably to 
Canadian numismatics — a fascinating and extremely rare occurrence where the colonies were 
actually given good weight, well-made silver and gold coinage (which would be expected to 
flow back to France in the course of trade). Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia date and mint listing is 
incomplete, a fact he noted in his work, and the January, 1999 Stack’s sale filled in some of the 
gaps. Another extremely rare French Colonies issue that is priced at a fraction of what it would 
bring if it were a British coin, and also priced at just............ 0. ccceeece eee cee nee ee ene eeeeaeae ees $400 
The dates and mints presently known for the silver Ecu aux 8 L’s: 1724 A, E, G, H, K, N, 
R, T and 9; 1725 A, D, G, H (the most common issue), I, K, N, T, Pau/Cow mintmark (only one 
found, an extreme rarity); other mints are still possible. The Half Ecus appear to all be 1725-H. 


The RARE 1734-Q French Colonies Copper Sol 
A John Law Issue — dated a dozen years AFTER he was out of power! 


17. 1734-Q [Peripgnan Mint] John Law Copper Sol. Nearly Very Fine where struck up, but 
with the usual erratic strike of this final year of issue, resulting in weaker peripheries, the obverse 
with just a few letters lost at the end of the legend, the reverse with about half of them gone, 
though the date is bold (the mintmark is weak, but Perpignan is the only mint that struck these in 
this year). The Perpignan mint began striking copper issues in 1722 — after Law was out of 
power. It struck the sol denomination from 1722-1726, then in 1728 and 1729 (this date not 
listed in Gadoury, and a single example now known), the only mint to coin these copper types 
after 1723. It is unknown why after a solid half decade of not coining the denomination 
Perpignan cut dies and issued still more in 1734. Louis Brodus was still the engraver, and his hat 
mark is visible before the date — but the shell different on the obverse has migrated from the end 
of the legend to directly under the bust, and that may indicate that someone new was in the mint 
director job (often this passed from father to son and the shell may have been kept to indicate the 
same family but the location changed to indicate that it was not the same director as before). 
Quite rare, In the Winter 2018 C4 Newsletter, Martin Smith noted just 5 examples of the date 
and mintmark in his survey of 262 Sols, making for a very rare issue indeed. This final year of 
issue often comes in wretched condition — indeed, the only choice one we recall ever seeing was 
a boldly double struck example that was in this writer’s collection at one time. The John Law 
coppers are a fascinating series, backed by the supposed profits from the Mississippi lands — and 
which led to one of the first stock-market runs with shares in the company spiraling out of 
control, and crashing nearly as quickly, bankrupting many people and very nearly taking down 
the French Crown as well. The copper series has three denominations — liard, half sol, and sol — 
with dates from 1722-1734, with coins struck at a number of mints. There were also silver and 
gold coins issued, all of which gives a wide diversity of types, dates and mints to collect, 
something often lacking in the British colonial series. Despite its rarity, this piece remains 
SUM [ORISA eg pica conti esa nten anes iandad oun ebaseaadoeiuenaweded wieiriehiatedoasaceneomtiaes $250 


A Nice PCGS MS62 1740-B French Colonies Sous Marques 
with Vibrant Luster 


18. 1740-B [Rouen Mint] French Colonies Sous Marques, Vlack 51. Rarity-3. PCGS 
Graded MS62. A lovely representative example of this type, or the variety in particular. Well 
struck, the legends, date, mintmark and differents (the symbols for the engraver and mint master) 
are all bold around the peripheries. The central designs are full, a shade less sharp than the 
legends, and the whole coin is a lustrous silver that has whispers of light golden toning. There is 
a thin pair of striations running through the crown on the obverse, which were in the planchet 
prior to striking, and no marks or damage from actual circulation, and the piece has lovely eye 
appeal. To this cataloguer’s mind — and he’s formed two collections of the French Colonies 
coinages that each had over 800 pieces! — the billon Sous Marques offers so much collecting 
enjoyment. They are listed in the Redbook, meaning collector interest will always be there. 
There is a huge range of dates and mintmarks — something lacking on colonial British and early 
American coinage. Bob Vlack’s reference work, published through C4, is pretty thorough, yet 
there are still some unlisted varieties to be found — always a bonus for a collector — and 
extremely rare die varieties are available for little more than type coin money, something the 
collector on a budget should really appreciate. While struck in billon, a low grade silver, they 
are the only really affordable alternative to Massachusetts silver coins for those who want 
something other than copper in their colonial collection. Choice specimens can also be found for 
many date-and-mint combinations (though others exist only in well-circulated conditions), which 
strongly suggests that they were avidly collected at their time of issue, enough so that they 
remain quite affordable today. The series would seem a natural fit for anyone who grew up 
collecting “penny boards,” filling in dates and mintmarks — but also offers the ability to have a 
deeper dive and go into legend and punctuation variations (which the Vlack book details), or 
crazier still, into the uncharted territory of individual die varieties. As choice examples of state 
coinages drift into the high-four and five-figure ranges (and even six-figures for rare varieties), 
we expect more collector attention on the French Colonies issues which can often be found 


And A Half Sous Marques from the Same Year, 
ex John Ford Collection 
A Much Rarer Denomination, NGC AU53 
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NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION 


19. 1740-BB [Strasbourg Mint] French Colonies Half Sous Marques, Vlack 325, Rarity-1. 
NCG graded AUS53 the Ford provenance noted on the slab, though one that could easily have 
graded a few points higher. Boldly struck, the legends, date, mintmark, and design details all 
razor sharp. Full silvering, toned to a golden color, with vibrant luster still showing through. 
Few marks from actual circulation (what appears to be a scuff on the reverse to the upper left of 
the central L is actually a diebreak), and with excellent eye appeal overall. This is one of the 
John J. Ford, Jr. specimens, appearing as Lot 101 of Stack’s January 2006 auction of that portion 
of his fabulous collection. Ford, often under the guidance of Michael Hodder, quietly assembled 
a large and extremely choice collection of French Colonies issues, an area that had been virtually 
ignored by many of his peers (Bob Vlack being the single exception). When Ford’s collection 
appeared it was the first major offering of the series in the US, and prices were phenomenal, with 
things selling at 5 or even 10 times higher than they had just a few years prior. The Half Sous 
Marques are many times rarer than the Sous denomination, struck in far fewer years and not at 
all mints (with the later years being struck at only a couple mints). Much like the farthing 
denomination of British copper, the diminutive size of these pieces meant they were easier to 
lose and they seem to have been less popular with the public; it would have been the smallest- 
sized coin in circulation in North America, a shade smaller than the Hibernia farthing and Rosa 


INSTANT FRENCH COLONIES TYPE COLLECTION! 
The above SEVEN lots, including some extremely rare 
and very choice coins 
Priced at $2,700 Individually 
Yours for only $2,000, 25% Off! 


An Affordable High Rarity-5 Connecticut Copper Variety 


20. 1785 Connecticut Copper. Miller 4.3-D, W-2370. High Rarity-5. Bust Right type. Fine 
overall, but with the usual erratic strike and flawed planchet that is typical for the 1785’s — the 
first year of issue, done by coiners who had no actual experience in minting, so they learned as 
they went along. This example has the obverse legend full, the tops of RI of AUCTORI lost to a 
planchet flaw there, the remainder of the letters sharp. The reverse legend is similarly strong, the 
first letter mostly gone to light flaws, the rest sharp for the grade, the date weaker but only the 
first numeral not visible. Design detail as expected for the grade, the obverse bust weakened 
from die failure (likely accounting for the rarity of the variety), but with some stronger detail in 
the mailing and face, the reverse figure fully outlined, with some sharper detail including a 
mostly full branch, always useful in attributing these, as each branch was done by hand and thus 
different from one another. Medium brown, the obverse with light flaws, the reverse with more 
of them, though they are not too deep. These, of course, were in the planchet prior to striking, 
and show the problems the coiners had with smelting and rolling copper for planchets (to their 
credit, within a few months they got much better at it, and far fewer 1786 coins show these types 
of flaws). A RARE variety, rated a High R-5, with the majority seeming to exist in the Fine-VF 
range. There are a couple very choice ones out there, including Robert Martin’s Choice AU 
which brought $4,080 in the 2019 C4 sale (a very weak auction for such a great collection, 
possibly due to fears of what would happen to the economy with Covid in the headlines around 
the world), and the Turoff sale specimen; the Taylor-Partrick coin was a high-end VF but 
probably still third or fourth finest known at that grade level. The combined Stack’s Bowers and 
Heritage archives show just 16 examples of the variety offered at auction, which fits comfortably 
with the rarity rating. This cataloguer started out collecting Connecticut coppers in the 1970s 
because it was all he could afford — and the series offered rare varieties for little more than type 
coin money. Flash forward a half century and the same remains true today. One can easily 
assemble 200+ varieties in grades of F-VF for common issues and VG-F for rarer ones and not 
pay more than $300-400 per coin, with many available for half that price. Including this one, 
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John Ford’s Condition Census 1786 Miller 5.2-O.2 
At Nearly $500 LESS than it realized in 2005! 


21. 1786 Connecticut Copper. Miller 5.2-0.2, W-2560. Rarity-6. Mailed Bust Left. Very 
Fine. This example appeared as Lot 271 of Stack’s May 2005 sale of the Connecticut coppers 
from the John J. Ford, Jr. collection where it was misattributed as a Miller 5.8-O.2, a slightly 
more common variety! Plated in that sale it was described as: “Interesting pale yellow green 
color on both sides. Obverse and reverse surfaces quite rough in appearance but lacking any 
serious flaws on either. The obverse slightly off-center to the bottom, the reverse appears 
perfectly centered. Some portions of the legend and date numerals indistinct due to striking 
quality. Obverse die failure at UC, those letters gone.” While an accurate enough description, 
this takes into account only the minor flaws of the coin, while ignoring the strongest parts. The 
piece is boldly struck, with some of the sharpest detail in the mailing and face of the obverse bust 
and the upper half of the seated figure on the reverse, with a very bold branch in her outstretched 
arm. The first N of CONNEC and the D of INDE are weaker than their neighboring letters, but 
still all visible, and just the very tops of ETLIB are off the planchet — the only letters in the 
legend actually lost are the UC of AUCTORI and this is due to the large die bulge there, not to 
strike. In the date only the first digit is gone, the rest weaker but visible. The surfaces, while 
lightly rough, are actually better than usually found on this rare variety. This is also about as 
nice as the variety comes. The Taylor-Partrick coin was graded VF35 with nearly the exact same 
strike and color with marginally nicer surfaces. The Dr. Hall-Virgil Brand coin, ex Hessberg and 
later sold as part of Robert Martin’s collection was a VF30 with nice color but a lot of light 
marks and was considered Condition Census, as is this one. Indeed, the only ones we know of 
that are better than VF is the EF permanently impounded in the ANS collection, and a VF/EF 
one offered in the April 1972 Bowers and Ruddy Rare Coin Review, which usually means at 
least an EF grade today. When so many collectors can’t do better than VF (this group including 
Dave Bowers’ collection in the EAC ’75 sale, Norweb, Perkins, and the Twin Leaf sales) that 
speaks volumes. The combined Stack’s Bowers and Heritage online archives total just 10 
examples combined, though a handful of others are known in private collections. This exact coin 
realized $1,210 in the Ford sale when it sold as the commoner 5.8-O.2, purchased there by Neil 
Rothschild, and in his handwritten envelope. We are pleased to offer it today at just...........$750 

No lot ticket from the Ford sale, the provenance noted on Rothschild’s handwritten 
envelope, and easily plate matched to the photograph in the Ford sale catalogue. 


THE VERY RARE EARLY DIE STATE MUTTONHEAD 


22. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 1.2-C, W-2720, the “Muttonhead Obverse / 
Topless Reverse” Variety. Early Die State. Rarity-6 [probably High] for this die state. 
Nearly Very Fine/Fine, the reverse weaker than the obverse as struck, typical for the variety. 
While the grade level would be nothing special for a Muttonhead, this is the EXTREMELY 
RARE EARLY DIE STATE where both dies are still in perfect condition, with THE 
LETTERS FULL ON EITHER SIDE — and that is a statement that deserves capital letters 
given how few exist such! The obverse is pretty much perfect for the grade, the letters full 
and strong, the obverse bust with strong mailing and hair, weak at the face and chin. The 
reverse has the legend nearly full, INDE. ET bold on the left, but LIB mostly gone on the 
right; the tiny date is sharp and fully on the planchet. The curious seated figure — looking far 
more like Britannia on one of the crude counterfeit British halfpennies that were in 
circulation at the time — is weak at her waist and branch, while the large slave cap atop the is 
visible. Medium olive brown, the obverse with light roughness in the right field, both sides 
with some ancient hairline scratches which have toned to the surface color. Overall, decent 
enough eye appeal for one of these in this die state, and quite rare with full legends, in any 
grade. The dies must have broken or been damaged rather early on in their life and many 
distinct repairs eventually left the dies with decent central detail but not a trace of legends 
visible (which probably had the unexpected bonus of making newly-struck pieces look worn 
from circulation, helping their acceptance in commerce). The earliest die state offered here is 
the only one that has the full, sharp legends, and is in constant demand by collectors (who 
want examples of at least the middle and late die states as well). This die state’s rarity is 
partially obscured by how available the variety is in later die states, especially in lower 
grades, but very few exist with full, strong legends. Ford didn’t have one in this state, and we 
have had just one other example for sale for well over a decade! The Perkins sale had a nice 
VF+, ex Taylor, that was there called Possible Finest Known for the state (and given a full R- 
6+ rarity); it realized $1,955. In the decade since Perkins, we can count on one hand the 
number of appearances for this die state, and still have a finger or two leftover. A coin the 


One of the more interesting varieties in the series, both dies were repeatedly ground 
down (to remove damage of some sort), and the variety exists in an almost endless array of 
die states. 


A Dramatically Double Struck Horned Bust — 
An Extremely Rare Error on a Very Common Variety! 


23. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 4-L, W-2810. Horned Bust variety. Rarity-1 for the 
variety, Rarity-7 as a boldly double struck error coin. Fine or slightly better, areas weakened 
by the double strike, which is about 60% off center to the upper left. On the obverse the second 
strike obliterates all of AUCTORI, while most of the original CONNEC and NNEC of the 
second strike are visible, along with most of the original bust and the right side of the second 
strike. The pattern is similar on the reverse, with INDE erased by the second strike, the area 
there showing a second ET-LI of ET-LIB, a second pole arm and the right side of the seated 
figure; the last three digits of the date can be seen on the original strike. Some design detail 
approaches the VF level, but the surfaces are lightly rough, so Fine seems a better grade than 
“near VF.” Other than surface quality there is no post-strike damage such as nicks or scratches, 
and the piece certainly has the “wow” factor of a major error coin. While double strikes are 
scarce enough in the Connecticut copper series, they seem to be quite rare on some die varieties 
(and completely unknown on others). Miller 4-L is one of the varieties you would expect to see 
a lot of major errors on — it is perhaps the most common Connecticut copper variety, and was a 
contemporary counterfeit, meaning it was likely produced by someone with far less coining 
experience and worse-quality equipment than the Connecticut Mint. Yet this is not the case. Out 
of the hundreds of auction and fixed price offerings of this variety, as well as pieces known to us 
in private collections, we have been able to locate just three other double struck examples of the 
variety, one of them a rather minor double strike, and one of them holed: one in Bowers and 
Merena’s November 1994 sale (Fine, holed) later in the same firm’s March 1995 auction, one in 
the 1997 C4 sale (Fine, a minor double strike), and the final one in the ANS collection that came 
from the collection of The Colonial Newsletter Foundation. Not only is a major double strike on 
the variety extremely rare, they also don’t exist nice — the only three available specimens all 
grade just Fine, one holed, while the Barnsley-CNL-ANS coin is a nice VF (an early die state 
without the break, but the double strike only slightly off from the original), but is forever off the 
market. A real find for the specialist, the dramatic off-center second strike is actually the most 
impressive looking of the four known, and this is a coin that no collector would be ashamed of 


And Another Double Struck Connecticut 
The Taylor-Tannebaum Miller 16.2-NN.1 


24. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 16.2-NN.1, W-3005. Rarity-5. Fine, the central details 
slightly weakened by the overlapping double strike. When this last appeared in the January 2012 
Stack’s Bowers sale of Steve Tannenbaum’s collection it was described as: 


Well-worn golden tan with rose iridescence. Double struck, plainest at AUCT and CON on the 
obverse, at Liberty's icon and the date on the reverse. Die attribution numbers inked in the left 
obverse field. Lightly scattered marks on both sides, the most egregious on the reverse at the 
branch hand and near the date. 

Provenance: From Collection SLT. Earlier from our (Bowers and Merena's) sale of the 
Taylor Collection, March 1987; Mid-American Rare Coin Auction's sale of August 1987. 


Undergraded in that sale, the detail is clearly of the Fine level where the second strike didn’t 
weaken the first, as can be seen on the strong branch, drapery and shield detail on the reverse. 
Nice color, with minimal marks and with the added bonus of a Painted Die Variety on the 
obverse, in an unknown large hand, in reddish brown ink, which appears to have been written 
over an earlier PDV. This piece is also struck medal turn, instead of the normally-seen coin turn 
orientation found on most Connecticut coppers. While there are some multiple-struck pieces that 
clearly had to be purposely made (the Colonial Newsletter had a nice run of these illustrated and 
described), others like this were the result of the planchet ejectors not working or a coin stuck to 
one of the dies and stamped again without another planchet being loaded. This is a very pretty 
circulated example, with a provenance to two of the greatest collections of Connecticut coppers 
ROUGE 10: AUC orate eeetrvcss <xeneeeedent Seer edad elas eae ae eee $800 

Accompanied by the lot tickets from the 1986 Mid-American sale and the 2012 
Tannenbaum (SLT Collection) auction. No lot ticket is present from the Taylor sale, though the 
provenance is noted on Tannebaum’s handwritten envelope which is also included, as well as in 
the Stack’s Bowers lot description. 


A GORGEOUS Miller 18-g.1, Choice About Uncirculated 
Ex Steve Tannenbaum Collection 


25. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 18-g.1. Rarity-6. Choice About Uncirculated. This is 
the STEVE TANNENBAUM specimen of the variety and appeared as Lot 7173 in the Stack’s 
Bowers sale of his collection in January, 2012, where it was described as follows: 


1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 18-g.1, W-3045. Rarity-6. Draped Bust Facing Left. EF- 
45. 130.1 grains. Deep golden brown with traces of red in the protected areas though no doubt 
from a long-ago cleaning. Sharpness easily equal to the task of the assigned grade and readily 
comparable to Perkins:290 and Ford:313. Usual swelling in left obverse field, some central ticks 
from the striking process at the center and a light natural fissure along the hair ribbon, reverse 
with numerous tiny central ticks as well. Nicely centered and highly attractive, and perhaps at the 
low end of the Condition Census for the variety. 


We disagree slightly with the cataloguer of that sale in terms of grade — to our eyes the light red 
in the protected areas is completely natural, and the coin is a full AU in grade; bidders in the 
audience certainly agreed, as the piece realized $1,150 over a half dozen years ago, which was 
fair AU money at the time. Steve considered it to be the second finest known of the variety, and 
indeed we have not seen anything better than this at auction; the closest was the Partrick- 
Hessberg coin, an AU with a large planchet flaw. Ford’s was a Choice VF but still called the 
second finest seen by its cataloguer — though this example is much nicer in every respect. This is 
one of a handful of Connecticut Copper varieties that proved to be much rarer than previously 
thought, and its rarity rating has gone up over the years while most others have drifted at least 
slightly downwards. This example has the typical late obverse die state, the swelling no doubt 
accounting for the rarity of the variety today. This obverse was paired only with this reverse, so 
it seems both dies must have failed around the same time. A gorgeous example of a legitimately 
rare variety, with an exceptional provenance. This will simply not be improved upon.......$2,250 

Accompanied by Steve’s original handwritten envelope and the lot ticket from the auction 
of his collection. 


AN INEXPENSIVE SLABBED CT COPPER FROM THE 
ERIC NEWMAN AND ROBERT MARTIN COLLECTIONS 


| 


26. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 30-hh.1, W-3175. Rarity-2. Draped Bust Left, ETLIR. 
NGC graded Fine Details, Reverse Scratched. The coin is actually of full VF quality, likely 
downgraded because of the ancient reverse scratches (which you really need a glass to see), as 
well as the obverse trace of a rectangular sticker that had long since been removed. The sticker 
was likely done by Mrs. Norweb who, as a child, set about attributing a group of Connecticut 
coppers that were in the collection of her father, Albert Holden — it is thought this was the first 
serious numismatic effort by Mrs. Norweb, who went on to form one of the greatest collections 
ever formed, not just of colonial and federal American coins, but first-rate collections of 
Canadian and British issues, as well as coins of the world. For the Connecticut coppers she 
attributed she cut out the printed attributions from an original Miller and pasted them onto the 
coins — something she did for no other series in her collection and, perhaps, a rookie mistake (but 
one that yields an unmistakable provenance). It is unknown how this coin went from Mrs. 
Norweb to the collection of Eric P. Newman, perhaps in some sort of trade for varieties they both 
needed. Newman held it for decades, and it appeared as lot 30571 in the October 2014 sale of 
his collection by Heritage. It was purchased there by Robert Martin, likely both for the Norweb 
provenance as well as the great color, which was what he looked for, and was sold as lot 12031 
of the November 2019 sale of his collection by Stack’s Bowers. One coin, three great 
collections! If you want to see what the Norweb sticker looks like, please see Lot 32 on this 


The Heritage archives show Newman’s typewritten rectangular envelope accompanying 
this coin, but it was not present in the Stack’s Bowers offering. Robert Martin was meticulous 
about saving envelopes, lot tickets and the like, so it is uncertain when it went missing. The coin 
is still in the special Newman collection NGC holder. 


A Condition Census Example of the Very Rare Miller 33.21-Z.13 
Missing from the Ford Collection! 


27. 787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.21-Z.13, W-3675. Rarity-6. Draped Bust Left. 
Choice Very Fine, a well-struck and very pleasing example of a legitimately rare variety. This 
is the Anderson-Gleckler specimen, appearing as lot 5293 of the November 2016 Stack’s Bowers 
sale of the collection, where it was described as: 


VF-30. 104.2 grains. Generally dark brown in appearance, lighter reddish-copper in the centers. 
The detail is relatively sharp where struck, nearly EF, the impression uneven (characteristic of 
the variety) and leaving the lower left obverse and upper left reverse virtually devoid of detail. 
Tops of the letters AUC and bottoms of digits in the date off the flan, minor planchet clip at 2 
o'clock relative to the obverse. Flan flaws over and around the effigy's head are also noted. This 
piece is just a bit less well defined than the Collection SLT:7295 specimen, and our consignor 
describes it as "Condition Census/one of the finest known" for the variety. Perkins:393 was a 
heavily scratched VF, Taylor:2553 a Fine-15; Miller 33.21.Z-13 missing from Ford and Craige. 
Provenance: From the Anderson-Gleckler Collection. Paper envelope with attribution and 
collector notes included. 


The paper envelope is from collector/dealer Richard August and is inscribed “Condition Census, 
one of the finest” in his hand, along with his grade of VF-XF and a strong price reflective of the 
rarity of the variety and the condition of this specimen. There are only two truly finer examples 
that we are aware of having appeared at public auction. The Hessberg coin was nearly 
Uncirculated, and the Floyd Starr-Donald Partrick coin was a lovely AU, both of which had the 
same striking weakness at the lower obverse and upper reverse, this certainly due to heavily 
failing dies, the obverse nearly shattered. The Taylor-Tannenbaum coin in Stack’s Bowers 
January 2012 sale was marginally sharper but had a couple dents and spots, as well as the same 
striking weakness, and collectors can decide which they think the slightly finer coin. The 
Canfield coin permanently off the market in the ANS collection is a very pleasing EF. After this 
group, the grades of extant specimens fall dramatically, with most known grading Fine or less, 
and usually with rough surfaces. A first-rate example of this rarity, one that will be nearly 
INPOSSIDIS 10 INPTOVS UPON ic iar inc da.vaeerbiwess concen chadancawieacavesanslors ees noncaucuaenesenciwis $1,500 
In Richard August’s distinct handwritten envelope; no lot ticket from the Gleckler sale. 


The Popular “Snipe Nose” Variety in Choice EF 
From the Hillyer Ryder Collection — with original ticket! 


28. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.28-Z.16, W-3770, the “Snipe Nose” obverse. High 
Rarity-4. Choice Extremely Fine, a boldly struck example of this very scarce and popular 
variety. The legends are full, the individual letters all strong, as are the digits in the date which 
is, unusually, completely on the planchet. The obverse bust shows all the fine detail in the 
drapery, significant hair design and a prominent eye, while the reverse figure shows most of the 
folds in her dress and a strong globe, shield and branch — even the centers of the cinquefoils on 
either side show the intricate design detail at their centers which quickly gets worn away. Dark 
olive brown, the surfaces with the faintest roughness, but with significant eye appeal — especially 
since there are no major marks or damage from circulation. Usual late obverse state with a 
horizontal diebreak nearly bisecting the die and extending out under the bust’s nose, giving the 
nickname for this variety. This is the HILLYER RYDER coin, and is accompanied by his 
original handwritten ticket — the 33.24 designation was Dr. Hall’s (who published a limited 
edition of a book on the 1787 Connecticut coppers). It was purchased by Ryder in 1910, nearly a 
decade before Henry Miller’s work would be published, which renumbered some of the 33- 
obverse die varieties and added in varieties not known to Dr. Hall. Most of the Ryder coins 
ended up in the collection of John Ford, who sold some downgrades and duplicates in a handful 
of auctions by Stack’s and Bowers and Merena, mostly in the 1990s. Ford never looked at his 
Connecs much, but he was a serious enough numismatist to retain all the paper ephemera that 
came with his coins — unfortunately some of this material has since been lost as coins were 
slabbed or resold. Certainly one of the sharpest examples of the variety known, likely in the tail 
end of the Condition Census as well. Robert Martin had a pair of marginally sharper AUs that 
brought $4,200 and $6,300 in a very weak market, and Partrick’s somewhat flawed AU brought 
$5,280 — compare the detail and this one is right up there, but a heck of a lot lower in price. A 
great find for the collector, with a wonderful provenance tOO............. eee ceseee eee eee eee eeeee $1.050 


A Choice About Uncirculated Miller 33.29-g¢.1 
A Condition Census Example 


29. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.29-gg.1, W-3810. Rarity-5. Choice About 
Uncirculated, a wonderful example of this very scarce variety, and certainly one that is clustered 
in the tail end of the Condition Census with a few other AU examples. Struck from the usual 
advanced state of both dies, the obverse showing massive failure at the left, with die swelling at 
the TO of AUCTORI and at the base of the bust, while the reverse die has similar swelling at the 
upper rim above the E of INDE and the cinquefoil behind the seated figure’s head, as well as a 
large break from the D through the branch stem and myriad other small breaks. Despite these 
late states of the dies the coin is remarkably well struck, the legends full on either side (the TO of 
AUCTORI weaker because of the swelling, but still visible on this specimen — in later states it 
disappears completely), the date bold and all on the planchet. The obverse bust shows strong 
detail in the eye, face, drapery and hair while the seated figure on the reverse shows strong 
drapery and shield detail, as well as a bold branch; the interiors of the cinquefoils not affected by 
the die swelling show their minute design, this detail quickly worn down as coins circulated and 
it is usually indicative of a high-grade specimen. Pleasing medium brown with some subtle 
darker toning, both sides glossy and free of any appreciable marks from circulation. Coins like 
this were often severely undergraded in the past because the damage to the dies was confused 
with wear — though even a full red specimen right off the press would not show any more detail 
than this! That has changed as collectors learned to look at color and surfaces, along with strike, 
to determine an accurate grade. There are a small number of AUs extant for the variety, 
including Partrick’s ($2,640), and the Heritage sale of August 2017 ($3,250), one in a private 
collection that we placed a few years back, and this one. There are also three Uncirculated coins 
— which show no more detail than this, just slightly more luster! — in Oechsner, and Heritage’s 
sales of December 2017 ($2,880) and April 2018 ($3,360). Robert Martin’s was an EF that was 
nice enough that he didn’t feel the need to upgrade to one of the AUs that were offered before his 
untimely passing. With very strong auction records for AU examples in that last five years, we 
expect considerable interest in this choice and pleasing oo especially at a much lower 
price than auction appearances for coins in similar grade............ se ..$1,600 

Purchased by Phillip W. Keller from dealer Sol Kata on  Taly) 30 1958 aia still in his 
original typed and pencil annotated envelope. 


Steve Tannenbaum’s 33.40-Z.1 


30. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.40-Z.1, W-3965, INDE over INDN. Rarity-5. 
Very Fine, or very nearly at that level, though sold as a Fine when offered in the Stack’s Bowers 
January 2012 sale of Steve Tannenbaum’s collection where it was described as follows: 


Fine-12. 141.4 grains. Chestnut brown with lighter high points. Roughness at the left obverse, 
clash marks in right field, rim cud at 5 o'clock engages the cinquefoil and drapery fold, reverse 
swollen and clashed around much of the rim, patches of roughness at the bottom. Overall finer 
than Perkins:431 and perhaps a candidate for admission to the low end of the Condition 
Census for the variety. 

Provenance: From Collection SLT. From our (Stack's) Coin Galleries sale of November 1988, 
lot 1241. Purchased from Mike Ringo, November 1988. 


The weakness at the drapery on the obverse figure is due completely to the late state of the dies, 
and the coin otherwise has VF detail, which we think is the true grade. But we also disagree 
with the Stack’s Bowers cataloguer that this may be a low Condition Census item. There are at 
least ten finer, including Partrick’s Unc (ex Hall, Brand, Hessberg), Robert Martin’s AU (ex 
Miller, Ryder, Twin Leaf Collections), Ford’s Choice EF and the EAC ’75 coin graded Choice 
VF then but easily an EF today. A small number of EFs are known in private collections. But, 
after those the census drops dramatically, with the Picker Reference Collection containing a Fine 
which later appeared in the 2006 C4 sale of the Lomprey collection, and the primary George 
Perkins coin (which appeared on our 17" price list) graded VG/Choice Fine. Taylor’s was a 
VG/Fine but rough and later appeared in one of the Perkins duplicate sales, while the examples 
in the Norweb and first C4 convention auctions were graded just VG. In his annotations to the 
Perkins sale, Robert Martin notes 33 specimens in his census, dropping the rarity from R-6 to the 
R-5 listed here. So while this one misses the Condition Census it is still a perfectly acceptable 
example of a very scarce variety, and finer than the specimens many other collectors were able to 
legates Priced Tht ot JUSt.gxnt.n..ciaienseanedsGad octets aieucarepraniedsontoi tent dianseetaxsiuovouevieals $450 

In Steve Tannenbaum’s original handwritten envelope where he called this the seventh 
finest known, and with the original lot ticket from the SLT auction. 


The Very Rare Miller 37.7-h.2 
Missing from many collections, including Miller’s own! 


31. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 37.7-h.2, W-4140. Rarity-6. Fine, the reverse a tad 
weaker than the grade due to advanced die failure, likely caused by repeated die clashing, traces 
of which are evident on both sides. The legends are full, a few letters weaker than their 
neighbors due to die failure, and the date is bold at the base of the reverse. Attractive medium 
tan, the surfaces hard enough and with just minimal marks from circulation. This is a VERY 
RARE variety, and one that does not appear for sale except when large collections are sold. The 
George Perkins specimen was a flawed VF and there called Second Finest Known (though this 
previously unknown example is nicer overall). In his cataloguing of that piece Michael Hodder 
noted that this was “an underrated variety, the cataloguer has seen only 12. This variety was 
missing from both the Oechsner and Miller (1920) sales, is not present in the Connecticut State 
Library (ex Hall, Shumway), and none appears to have been sold publicly for the last six years.” 
In his Additions & Corrections to the Perkins sale, Robert Martin was able to add just one more 
example, for a total of 13. The Robert Martin coin, ex Dr. Hall, and Virgil Brand was called VF 
when it appeared in the Hessberg sale and a more accurate Choice EF in the Martin sale, and is 
likely the finest known, realizing $3,360 in a very weak market. There was a higher-end VF in 
Taylor (on a very flawed planchet, later in the Partrick sale where it brought $1,020), as well as 
one on our 17" price list — the last time we were able to offer an example of this variety, way 
back in 2005! The EAC ’°75 coin was a bit better than the VG/F it was graded there, and the 
Norweb coin was just VG. The unplated Good/About Good example in the Jimmie Steelman 
collection (Coin Galleries, April 2004) still managed to bring $805. A very telling comment on 
rarity is the fact that there was no example of this variety in any grade in the John J. Ford, Jr. 
collection of Connecticut coppers sold by Stack’s in May, 2005, and it was missing from the 
collection of Henry Miller as well, the man who literally wrote the book on the series. The 
combined Stack’s and Heritage auction archives show just nine auction appearances for the 
variety, and while a few lower grade specimens have been cherry-picked, it retains its R-6 rating 
— and as can be seen from the grades of the above coins, the variety can seldom be found in 
grades above Fine (and usually not very attractive either). A prize for the specialist at half the 
price a Good/AG brought at auction nearly two decades ago.......... 0. cece cece eee ne ence ee eeeee en $400 
Accompanied by a typed envelope from dealer Don Mituzas. 


Mrs. Norweb’s Miller 39.1-h.1, AUCTOBI variety 
With Pasted Attribution Sticker on Reverse 


32. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 39.1-h.1, W-4210, AUCTOBI legend error. Rarity-5. 
Very Fine, a pleasing example of the variety, mostly very well struck. The legends are full, the 
letters mostly strong, with the all-important AUCTOBI instead of AUCTORI error bold, and the 
ornaments on both sides are sharp. The date is strong and fully on the planchet. There is some 
light striking weakness in the obverse bust’s hair and the lower right side of the drapery, while 
that at the left is reasonably sharp, and the seated reverse figure is bold. This obverse weakness 
is typical of the variety — even the AU Robert Martin coin showed similar weakness at the hair 
and lower right drapery. Attractive medium brown, the surfaces hard enough to the eye, while a 
glass will pick up very light roughness. Few marks from circulation, and while a coin that won’t 
quite make the Condition Census, it is one that is well-balanced and attractive. The reverse has 
the attribution pasted on a rectangular label, done by a very young Mrs. Norweb (then Emory 
Mae Holden), her first serious foray into numismatics when she attributed a group of 
Connecticut coppers in her father’s collection. It’s safe to say that the series fueled her passion, 
and she went on to form one of the most outstanding cabinets of the 20" century. These labels 
are wonderful historical pieces, but some have been removed or fallen off over the years (see Lot 
25 on this list for such a coin). This example appeared as Lot 2599 in Bowers and Merena’s 
March 1988 sale of the second part of the Norweb collection. There are a handful of high grade 
examples of the variety known, starting with the superlative Choice Uncirculated Ford coin, and 
AUs in the Robert Martin, Steve Tannenbaum and New Netherlands famous 51“ auction, the 
latter ex Hall and Brand, as well as another AU from the Ford collection which reappeared in the 
Partrick sale in November 2020. After those pieces there are only a couple that grade EF and the 
census quickly dips into VF territory, while the majority of pieces known seem to grade Fine or 
lower. A naked-eye type coin with the AUCTOBI legend error, and a coin that graced one of the 


No lot ticket from the Norweb sale accompanies the coin, though the collector’s envelope 
this is in does note the provenance, as have previous auction appearances for this exact coin. 
Mrs. Norweb was the only collector to use these pasted-on rectangular labels. 


An Affordable Example of the Rare 1788 Miller 3-B.1 Connecticut Copper 


= _ 


33. 1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller 3-B.1, W-4410. High Rarity-5. Mailed Bust Right. 
Very Good to Fine, a few details in the higher grade level, a few others weaker as struck. The 
legends are full on either side, the individual letters ranging from weak to strong, but all there. 
The date is also full, completely on the planchet and with a full row of denticles beneath. Olive 
brown, the surfaces with a faint but even roughness to them, but without any major marks or 
damage from circulation, which helps the eye-appeal on a well-used coin. This variety is usually 
found overstruck on Nova Constellatio coppers, but we see no trace of any undertype on this 
specimen. A rare variety, at the time of the Perkins sale in 2000 Robert Martin was able to note 
just 38 examples in all grades; though a few more have come to light since then it is still 
comfortably in the High R-5 category. There are a handful of truly choice examples, including 
the amazing Uncirculated Tannenbaum coin (at nearly $50,000 way back in 2012!) and the Unc 
in Oechsner and Partrick (at nearly $40,000 in 2020), as well as AUs in both the Robert Martin 
and Anton collections. These, of course, are expensive, and out of the reach of most collectors. 
But luckily there are more affordable examples, usually in the VG-Fine range, and mostly with 
lightly rough planchets. The distinct obverse bust style ties this variety to Machin’s Mills, and 
they were likely coined in the year after the date they bear. The hair style and the use of 6- 
pointed stars also links them to the Ryder 27 Vermont coppers, which were also coined at 
Machin’s Mills. Always popular because the look is so different from the standard Draped Bust 
Left types, the Machin’s tie also adding interest. Eric Newman’s nice Fine brought nearly $750 
in 2014, and we’ve seen few offerings of affordable-grade examples of the variety in the last 
decade or so. With the lack of post-strike damage, this is a perfect coin for the collector on a 


Robert Martin’s 1788 Miller 14.2 Obverse Brockage 
With the Brockage Side Off-Center too! 
A VERY RARE Error in the Connecticut Copper Series! 
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34. 1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller Obverse 14.2 Brockage. Rarity-8. Draped Bust Left. 
PCGS Graded VF Details. This is the ROBERT MARTIN specimen, and appeared as lot 5329 
of the Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection, where it was described as” 


136.8 grains. Uniformly granular with a few areas of raised corrosion spots. The obverse is quite 
sharp, and was probably an EF or better coin when it became corroded. The brockage side is 
about 15% off-center, indicating the brockage maker was partially ejected from the dies before 
getting caught between the reverse die and this coin’s planchet. There is a roughly crescent 
shaped weak area flanking the 10 o’clock position of the obverse, as there was not enough 
pressure to fully bring up the die struck side due to the off-centering of the brockage side. A 
fascinating error coin and one of the small number of 1788 Connecticut Copper brockages that 
have survived to this day. 

Provenance: From the Robert M. Martin Collection. Ex Coin Galleries Sale of July 2011, lot 
330; 


In addition to the provenance above, Martin noted that this was also ex Coin Galleries sale of 
May 1989 and was earlier in the Richard Picker collection. Picker, the first dealer to specialize 
in colonial coins, had a special affinity for error coins, and owned some amazing ones — a taste 
that Martin also shared. There are very few brockages of Connecticut coppers still in existence 
(far fewer than double strikes), and this one with the brockage side struck so far off-center is one 
of the more intriguing ones. With a provenance to two famous collections we suspect it will 
quickly tind a new homie at JUStic.. conc ericoieveineccseewancastedsieccgneseeaiebeceeetee eta $950 

In the PCGS slab as pictured, with the Martin collection noted on the insert. Also 
accompanied by Martin’s original handwritten envelope detailing provenance. 


An AFFORDABLE Example of the Rare Maris 11-h 
A No Coulter Variety, ex Philip Keller and Ted Craige Collections 
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35. 1786 New Jersey copper. Maris 11-H, W-4775. Low Rarity-6. No Coulter type. Very 
Good/Fine, though in an NGC slab where this is ludicrously graded AG details — the grade 
Keller gave to the piece in 1970 when he acquired it! The obverse is weaker than the reverse 
as usually seen, here with all but a few letters in the legend visible, though often only faintly so. 
Struck medal turn as always seen on the variety. The top of the horse’s head is outlined, the 
neck weak which is also typical, while the plow below is sharp, clearly showing the lack of 
coulter on the plowshare. The reverse is stronger, with the legend full, the individual letters 
mostly sharp, and the distinct thin shield fully outlined, but not showing any of the stripes 
within. Russet brown, the surfaces lightly but evenly rough, though not horribly so. The 
planchet had a few light striae on the reverse, and the only manmade damage is a large scratch 
through the horse’s neck on the obverse. A coin that was in two major collections of the 1960s 
and early 1970s, purchased by Philip W. Keller from Ted Craige, right about the time the latter 
was looking to become a coin-dealer fulltime, a dream cut short by an early death the year after 
he sold this coin. Rated a High Rarity-6 until very recently, the variety remains rare, especially 
in higher grades. This RARE variety usually sells well into the four and even five figures for 
examples in the Fine to Very Fine range. The Anton coin was a rough Fine, and sold for 
$3,840 in 2019, while the Maris-Garrett-Partrick coin was Choice VF and brought $24,000 last 
year. But lower-grade coins have also brought strong prices, such as the $6,900 paid for a Fine 
in Stack’s January 2007 auction, or the $2,530 for a Good in the same firms’ June 2010 
auction. While far from perfect, this is a most acceptable example, especially for the collector 
pursuing the series on a more limited budget! The attractive VF on our last list sold quickly, 
and with multiple orders. If you were disappointed there, we are pleased to offer another 
chance to fill this difficult hole in your collection, at under half the price.................... $1,300 

Still in the NGC slab as pictured here, and accompanied by Philip W. Keller’s original 
typed envelope, indicating that he purchased this specimen from Ted Craige in December 
1970. 


THE VERY RARE MARIS 13-J 
Struck on a brassy planchet, from the 2009 C4 Sale 


36. 1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 13-J, W-4800, Straight Plow Beam, Wide Shield. 
Rarity-6. Net Grade Fine, a con that shows high-end Very Fine detail, with problematic 
surfaces. This early die state example appeared in the 2009 C4 sale as lot 192 where it had a 
half-page plate and was ably catalogued as follows: 


F12. 125.4 grains. Sharpness VF30 but the surfaces are uneven and display a few patches of 
raised reddish olive verdigris. Otherwise this piece is mostly glossy reddish chocolate brown 
with brassy lighter brown highpoints. In fact, it appears this planchet is more brass than 
copper...The date and legends are complete and bold, and the eye appeal is not as bad as this 
description might imply. Finding a problem-free example presents a significant challenge. 
Even the Ford coin was microgranular and badly scratched, and Griffee didn’t have one. 
Sometimes you just have to settle — or do without. 


The bidders certainly decided not to without, and this coin was bid to $5,750, which seems 
strong at first glance, but further research shows to be a fair price for the amount of detail the 
coin has. The only recent sales of better ones were the AU Maris-Garrett-Partrick coin, which 
brought just over $40,000 last years and Anton’s VF which showed slightly less detail than this 
but had far nicer surfaces which sold at just over $20,000 in the 2019 C4 auction. Going back a 
dozen years, the Clem Schettino coin was a rough VF that brought $3,450 in January 2010. 
The Condition Census in the Siboni book dips down to VF at the low end, and while this 
example certainly as the detail to be in that ranking, the surfaces and net grade would prevent it 
from that list — though probably not by much. For the collector who appreciates detail and is 
willing to sacrifice a bit of surface quality, you can own a sharper coin than Anton’s at about 
70% less money — and own a cool, brassy planchet piece as well (the 2009 C4 catalogue had 
black and white photos which didn’t do justice to the very brassy look as seen in the photo 
here). A minor upgrade from this point will run into five figures, and we are pleased to offer 
this for exactly what it sold for over a dozen years aQO........ cece ccc e cence ence neces enneeaes $5,750 

No lot ticket from the 2009 C4 sale included, but a photocopy of that lot is included, 
and the coin is easily plate matched. 


Joel Geoffrey’s Example of the RARE Maris 16-J 


37. 1786 New Jersey copper. Maris 16-J, W-4835. Rarity-6. Very Fine, with some post- 
strike damage. This is the Joel Geoffrey coin, which appeared in the Stack’s Bowers January 
2010 sale of his collection as lot 5920 where it was described as follows: 


VF-20. 146.5 grains. A well-detailed example of this rare variety, produced by muling two 
common dies. Light golden brown with some shallow mahogany scale at the right obverse 
periphery and around the central reverse device. A large misshapen dent is prominent at VA of 
NOVA, a shallower but similar mark is present at central reverse. Some light old scratches are 
mostly worn into the surface, including a batch above the shield. If problem free, this piece 
would be within sight of the base of the Condition Census. Most would agree it is more 
desirable than the dark and heavily granular Schettino piece that sold for $920. 

Provenance: From the Joel Geoffrey Collection; previously Bowers and Merena's sale 
of the Sipe and Ness Collections, January 1984, Lot 396. 


While the dents detract a bit, they are nearly overpowered by the otherwise choice color and 
surface quality. As the cataloguer noted, the detail on this coin is nearly of Condition Census 
quality, and a small upgrade to that level means a huge increase in price. Anton’s EF, 
considered the second finest known brought $15,600 in 2019, while Partrick had two choice 
examples, an MS63 that was discovered in England and was one of the few bargains in the sale, 
even at $27,600 (it sold in 2006 for $36,800!), as well as the Spiro-Oechsner VF that shows 
similar detail to this (albeit without the dents) that brought $16,800 last year. The Condition 
Census drops to VF after the top three coins, and there have been few offered in the VF range 
at auction or privately. While this is not a perfect example, it is a most acceptable one — and a 


No lot ticket from the Joel Geoffrey sale, but with the lot ticket from the 1984 Sipe and 
Ness collection. Purchased privately from Mike Wierzba. 


A LOVELY EF MARIS 16-L 
THE PROTRUDING TONGUE VARIETY, 
NEAR CONDITION CENSUS 


38. 1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 16-L, W-4840, Straight Plow Beam, Protruding 
Tongue. Rarity-2. Extremely Fine, a boldly struck example of this popular variety, with all 
details sharp and crisp. Every letter of the legend, the date, and all the expected design detail in 
the horse’s head and in the shield on the reverse. The eye on the horse is sharp, and the mane 
shows most individual strands of hair. Struck from the typical late state of the die, which gives 
both the small diebreak at the horse’s mouth making it appear like it is sticking out its tongue 
for the camera, as well as the large rim cud between the RE of CAESAREA. Dark mahogany 
brown, the surfaces hard but with several light striae that were in the planchet prior to striking, 
and just the faintest traces of roughness that you will need a glass to see. No real marks or 
damage from actual circulation, and certainly a coin that was well-preserved for the better part 
of its life. The Siboni work lists the Condition Census ranging from the Gem Uncirculated 
Anton coin, the AU Spiro coin, and the remainder of the census filled with EF coins — which 
certainly means this coin is clustered with others somewhere in or near that census list! The 
second finest known, the Spiro-Anton coin, was graded Choice AU when sold in 2019, and 
brought a fair $10,200. Partrick had one graded AU that was rather streaky, and which brought 
half of what an EF in the same sale, ex Spiro and Oechsner realized (even though that one had 
some discoloration at the center of the obverse). While a common enough variety, Maris 16-L 
is quite rare in grades above VF. This example was unknown to the author’s when they wrote 
the New Jersey book, so where it ranks in the census is yet to be determined. A very sharply 
detailed and attractive looking coin, which would be nearly impossible to upgrade today. A 
perfect example of the variety or type, at ONLY.........cccccsccccstenserccesssneetcseaceeneeneeses $2,200 
Purchased privately from EAC dealer Doug Bird, well known for his eye for quality. 


A VF EXAMPLE OF THE RARE MARIS 18-J 


39. 1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 18-J, W-4875, the “Bridle” obverse. High Rarity-5. 
Very Fine, the obverse especially strong, the reverse die engraved in lower relief and always a 
bit weaker. This is one of the nicer ones we have seen of the variety, the obverse legend is full, 
the obverse letters all sharp, the date much weaker as usual, though the last two digits can be 
seen. The horse is fully outlined, with detail visible in the mane, eye and snout, and the long 
vertical diebreak from snout to chest is fully formed, this of course what gave the variety its 
nickname, the plow design below sharp and full. The reverse is strong for a variety that almost 
always comes weak, the legend full, the individual letters less sharp than the obverse but all 
there save for the first L which is weakened at its left side by light die failure in that area. The 
shield is fully outlined, with most of the vertical and horizontal stripes within — the upper right 
vertical ones slightly less bold because of the die failure but still all visible. Nice medium olive 
brown, with some mottled darker color on either side. The surfaces appear hard to the eye and 
with a bit of gloss, while a glass shows some light surface roughness and a few trivial contact 
marks, nothing unexpected on the variety or for the grade, and a piece with good eye appeal 
overall This variety often comes with an extremely weak reverse (for instance, the Henry 
Garrett coin later in Stack’s March, 2010 sale, was graded VF-30/Good-4, the reverse showing 
only a few letters in the legend, but still realized $1,380). Maris 18-J is one of the varieties that 
collectors cannot hold out for too great a coin — there are a pair of AUs and the rest of the 
census is made up of Choice VF coins. The Anton sale of November 2019 had a coin that was 
slabbed as EF, but the cataloguer called it “within striking distance of the Condition Census,” 
indicating they thought it was a VF-level coin; regardless, it brought $9,600. The Choice VF 
Norweb-Partrick coin brought $8,400 last year. A relatively small upgrade from this coin will 
cost a lot more money! This has great detail for a variety that often comes weak, and is 
attractive enough in hand to warrant a place in just about any serious collection of New Jersey 
COMP EIS 22. ccteatetsl arstioaseeneunseieaubvaesssacaubines ee Rianddeehass ives titse ase apie iaaetetene+es $1,750 

This variety is sorely in need of an updated Condition Census listing, we note several 
EF examples in the Stack’s Bowers and Heritage archives that are not noted in the Siboni 
book, though some do appear to be more of VF sharpness despite being graded higher. 


A VERY PLEASING MARIS 34-J “DEER HEAD” 
Overstruck on a Connecticut Copper 


40. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 34-J, W-5115, Sprig Above Plow, Deer Head. 
Rarity-3. Choice Very Fine, many details of full EF quality, and we would not be surprised if 
this were to be found in a “40” slab at some future date! While not a rare variety, Maris 34-J is 
notoriously difficult to find choice — many examples are dark and rough or with post-strike 
damage. This coin is an exception to the rule, a well-struck example with gorgeous hard, 
medium tan surfaces, with significant eye appeal. The obverse is picture perfect for the Choice 
VF grade (and if the eye of the horse was just a bit sharper the coin would grade EF), the 
legend and date full, the letters all sharp save for the last three which are all there, just a bit 
intermingled with the reverse of the 1787 Connecticut copper it is struck over, that area 
showing the top of the seated figure’s head, pole and hand as well as the letters ET. The 
reverse is similarly sharp, the legend full, the first letter slightly weakened by a small area of 
striae there, PLURIBUS bold, UNUM there but less sharp, again intermingling with the 
Connecticut host coin which clearly shows most of CONNEC at the right; the fleuron before 
the first letter indicates it is likely one of the Miller 37-obverse varieties (though 34, 36, and 39 
are also possibilities). The reverse of the Connecticut is rotated 90 degrees from the obverse, 
which may allow someone to come up with an exact identification of the host coin. The 2019 
sale of the Anton collection contained a number of this variety, over different undertypes — 
some over the expected Connecticut coppers (a few attributed), but also over a Vermont 
Britannia variety and a 1787 Nova Eborac copper! While not as many host coins were used for 
this variety as the Maris 56-n Camel Head, one could certainly add a few different undertypes 
to a collection. The Anton sale had a couple EFs, most of which we thought had less overall 
eye appeal than this one, ranging in price from $3,360 to $7,200. The Nafzger-Partrick coin 
was graded AU but with rather unusual mottled toning and brought $5,280 last year. While the 
present example is less-sharp than those, it is far more even in color and prettier in every 
respect — something one can seldom say for the variety! Yes, there are times when a Choice 


The Connecticut host coin weighs 152.0 grains, on the heavy side for the series, 


A PLEASING EXAMPLE OF THE RARE MARIS 42-c 
Missing from the Partrick Collection! 


41. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 42-c, W-5210. High Rarity-5. Fine, an attractive 
example of a variety that often comes ugly. This is well struck for the variety and grade, the 
obverse legend full, the letters generally bold, and the date full. The horse is nearly completely 
outlined, the front part of his neck weakened by die failure there, this being die state 3 as listed in 
the Siboni-Howes-Ish book, and the plow below is quite strong. The reverse is a tad weaker as 
usually found, though nearly all of the legend can be made out, the first half strong, then 
decreasing in sharpness at the right hand side. The shield is fully outlined, showing perhaps one 
third of the lines within. Lovely medium golden brown color, the surfaces with a light roughness 
to them that is not that bad. A glass shows numerous old pin scratches on the obverse — these are 
ancient and toned down to the same nice surface color, so not as noticeable as they would 
otherwise be. Overall the eye appeal is better than average for this rare variety, which is often 
seen dark and rough. It is also a variety that is completely unknown in high grade — the entire 
Condition Census is made up of VF coins, of varying quality, and apparently none of those were 
nice enough for Donald Partrick, whose collection lacked the variety. There were two in the 
Anton collection sold in November 2019, one graded Choice Fine that brought $6,000 and 
another that was graded EF and was triple struck (and was more accurately graded VF in the 
Siboni census), which sold for $5,280, a bit of a bargain for such an important coin. A rare 
enough variety that the Foreman-Tannenbaum coins, there graded VG but at least a high-end 
Fine, brought nearly $5,000 back in January 2012, while Eric Newman’s lightly rough and 
scratched VF brought nearly $6,500 in May 2014. Trying to get just a grade nicer than here will 
certainly move the price into the mid-four-figure range. We have seen Fine examples of the 
variety with dark and rough surfaces that are not attractive at all — this one at least has nice color 
and overall sttengih: Of Get all oi csccsececcorianaQioncdeesexcardecwoiinndeassnabiuatacdentagenwebierents $1,000 


A MARIS 56-n CAMEL HEAD 
Overstruck on a 1787 Connecticut Miller 3-G.1 
A VERY Rare Host Coin, ex Tannenbaum Collection 


42. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 56-n, W-5310, the first Camel Head variety. Rarity-1 
for the variety, Rarity-7 over this host coin. Choice Fine, overstruck on an extremely rare 
host coin, a 1787 Connecticut copper, Miller 3-G.1. This is the Steve Tannenbaum coin, 
appearing as lot 7595 in the January 2012 Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection where it was 
described as follows: 


Fine-15. 96.3 grains. Struck over a 1787 Connecticut Coper, Miller 3-G.1. Abundant remnants 
of the Connecticut host are visible, the bold and distinctive 1787 date of the Connecticut is 
visible above CAESAREA, while the top of the Connecticut effigy's head is noted in the field 
to right of shield on reverse; the legends on that side are a jumble, reading E * PLURIBUS * 
TORI! Surfaces are a motley assortment of salmon, iridescent golden brown and dark brown, 
the surfaces showing rather advanced porosity in places, though the boldness of the design 
motifs and overstrike make this a very desirable specimen of Maris 56-n. This particular 
Connecticut undertype, rated as R-6 as a virgin coin, is not recorded in Mossman's Table 29 for 
Maris 56-n. 

Provenance: From Collection SLT. Purchased privately from Jim Goudge, April 1997, earlier 
ex Tom Rinaldo. 


While Connecticut coppers are the most common undertypes for Maris 56-n, this example 

remains the only one we are aware of over this very rare and quite distinct host coin. Most (if 

not all) of the variety come overstruck on other coins — a cheap and ready-made source of 

planchet stock, especially post-1788 when the Coppers Panic would have made anything but 

New Jersey coppers difficult to circulate. A coin that should excite the specialist, and an offer 

of triple our asking price would not locate another................ 0c cece cece eee e ee eee eee eeneees $1,000 
Accompanied by the lot ticket from the 2012 sale of the SLT collection. 


A 1787 Camel Head over a 1788 Ryder 24 Vermont Copper 


43. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 56-n, W-5310, the first Camel Head variety. Rarity-1 
for the variety, Rarity-6 over this host coin. Fine, reverse fully VF. Boldly overstruck on a 
1788 Vermont copper, Ryder 25, this example appeared in the 2016 C4 sale by Stack’s Bowers 
where it was then in a Fine details NGC slab (since liberated) and described as: 


Overstruck state coppers are a special category, and Maris 56-n is front row center among 
these. The present coin will appeal to Vermont specialists in addition to New Jersey 
enthusiasts. RR-24 is a Machin's Mills issue. Swirls of charcoal-brown patina drift over orange- 
copper surfaces. The texture is quite rough overall with prominent pitting at the upper obverse 
border that affects the detail in that area. The horse's snout is discernible, however, as are all 
four digits in the date, although those are quite weak. The reverse is appreciably bolder overall 
with pronounced remnants of the undertype around the periphery. This piece holds 
considerable appeal for advanced New Jersey copper enthusiasts. 


Much nicer looking out of the slab (and in the Stack’s Bowers photo), with nearly all the 
Vermont legend visible, that side now reading E PLURIINSDE ET LIB, while the VERM of 
the host coin is visible at the end of the obverse legend. A fascinating variety in that while 
most contemporary counterfeit New Jersey coppers are quite rare, the Maris 56-n is perhaps the 
most common variety in the entire series, which means that counterfeit dies lasted far longer 
than those engraved by the official mints. This is even more shocking as most/all of the variety 
was struck over other coins, literally every copper coin that was in circulation in North America 
at the time: many different varieties of Connecticut copper (the most common undertype, of all 
dates including 1788 showing the variety was not struck in the date it bears), Vermont coppers 
(both landscape and bust style), Machin’s Mills halfpence (several different dates, including 
1776), Nova Constellatio coppers, Nova Eborac coppers, counterfeit Irish and British halfpence 
(both George II and George II]), and even an incredible example struck over an extremely rare 
1787 George Clinton cent! Definitely rare with an attributable Vermont host coin, especially 


No lot ticket from the 2016 C4 sale, though easily plate matched. 


A Painted Die Variety Maris 56-n Camel Head 


44. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 56-n, W-5310, the first Camel Head variety. Rarity- 
1. Very Fine/Extremely Fine, the reverse a bit stronger than the obverse. Overstruck on 
another coin, the only trace of the undertype being the letter M directly between NOVA and 
CAESAREA on the obverse — the obvious candidate being a Vermont copper, as the only other 
state copper with an M in the legend are Massachusetts cents, and the only Massachusetts 
coppers known as host coins are the counterfeit 1-B variety used as planchet stock for some 
1788 Connecticut coppers, Miller 16.3-N. Some Camel Head overstrikes come with ample 
parts of the host coin still remaining, as in the above two examples where enough is visible to 
easily attribute the original coins. Others have very strong overstrikes, as the case here, where 
all or nearly all the detail from the original coin has been erased by the force of the second 
strike. That second strike was quite strong on this one ,with the legends, date, and design 
details all bold, the shield with extremely crisp horizontal and vertical lines within, the latter 
part usually found weak. Russet and dark olive brown, the surfaces have a light but even 
roughness to them, though few in the way of marks from circulation. The obverse has a 
PAINTED DIE VARIETY in the right field, in white India Ink that has yellowed a bit with age. 
While the writer of this PDV is unknown, it does appear similar to the 65-u and the 66-v in the 
November 2019 sale of the Anton collection, neither of which unfortunately had any 
provenance information listed in the catalogue. The PDV is likely late 19"" to early 0° century 
— and further research may put a name to the person who inked it. While there are a large 
supply of PDV’s on Connecticut Coppers, the number on New Jersey’s is small, and most are 
held in large, private collections of the series. A neat coin for the specialist.................. $600 

The authors of the New Jersey book are working on additions and corrections, 
including updated Condition Census information which can be made more accurate after the 
sale of the Partrick collection and some of the Anton collection. One area being looked at in 
greater detail will be Painted Die Varieties, and we look forward to learning more on these 
fascinating links to earlier collectors. 


And a Painted Die Variety Maris 75-bb 
From the William Wallace Hayes Collection 


tS 
. 


45. 1788 New Jersey Copper. Maris 75-bb, W-5520, Horse's Head Right, Running Fox 
Before Legend. Rarity-4. Very Fine, the reverse closer to a full EF, the obverse with an 
unfortunate attempted hole at the horse’s ears and at the right base of the shield on the reverse, 
which is at least ancient and toned down to the surface color. The legends are sharp, the tops of 
NOVA weaker than the rest but all there, as is the date. Bold detail on the horse’s face and 
mane, and the wide reverse shield shows just a touch of weakness at the absolute center, with 
most of the horizontal and vertical lines bold. The small running fox (or horse, or dog, 
opinions vary) at the beginning of the reverse legend is a tad weaker than the rest, but all there, 
with just the rear legs weak. Dark brown, the surfaces with a light but even roughness under a 
glass, and a few scattered circulation marks. PAINTED DIE VARIETY in the right obverse 
field as 75/bb, the use of the fraction bar to divide the obverse and reverse attributions marking 
this as a coin from the collection of William Wallace Hays, while the numeral 2 is in the lower 
left obverse field below the plow handles, this likely indicating that it was the second coin of 
the variety in Hays’s collection (or that he found). Interestingly this is a close match to the Dr. 
Shaw Maris 55-m in Stack’s Bowers March 2017 auction which had the PDV in the same 
position, and the same number 2 below the plow handles. That coin, in VF, sold for a strong 
$2,115, showing how much collectors appreciate this particular provenance! Hays’s entire 
New Jersey copper collection was acquired by dealer Charles Steigerwalt, who offered in on a 
price list in October 1903, for all 102 coins was a whopping $125 (someone please invent a 
time machine, fast!). The collection was acquire intact by Dr. Thomas Hall, and his collection 
was then sold to Virgil Brand. Much of the Brand coins ended up at New Netherlands Coin 
Co., and sold off in the 1950s — it would be a fascinating project to see if the collection could 
be reassembled, at least photographically, based on the Hays PDVs! The Condition Census for 
75-bb ranges from several AUs down to EF. One of those AUs, not listed in the Siboni census, 
is the Archangel collection piece, sold by Stack’s Bowers in October 2018 and hammering at 
$19,200. The VF Anton coin wasn’t a CC-level piece, but still managed a winning bid of 
$3,120, while Norm Peters’ coin sold last year was also VF and realized $4,800. This example 
has all the design detail of those, and while the surfaces are not as nice as them, it has the 
benefit of a PDV tying it to one of the legendary collections of the series — and is a coin that 
any collector would be proud to own, especially at just.......... 0... cece cece neces eae ee eens $1,500 


The Very Rare Vermont Landscape Ryder-3 
The rarest collectible Landscape variety 


46. 1785 Vermont Landscape Copper, the second VERMONTS obverse. Ryder-3, W- 
2010. Rarity-5. Very Fine, the strike better than often seen on the variety, though with areas of 
weakness as nearly always found, and with some light surface issues. The obverse is weak at 
VERM, the reverse at DECIMA, the remainder of the legend bold, as is the 1785 date below. 
The iconic design of the Green Mountains is strong at the viewer’s left, a bit weaker at the right, 
the plow below sharp. The stars and rays design on the reverse mostly strong save for the area 
under DECIMA. The coin is a pleasing deep tan color, the surfaces with light roughness to 
them, but with no major marks from circulation. This piece may likely spent some time 
underground, lost when it was fairly high grade, but if so the surfaces escaped getting either dark 
or too very rough or pitted. This is, by far, the rarest of the collectible Landscape varieties (the 
contemporary counterfeit Ryder 5 in both struck and cast issues are so rare as to be 
uncollectible), and it is seldom found anywhere near choice. Indeed, Tony Carlotto noted in his 
reference on the Vermont series that for a Ryder 3 “the chances of having the luxury to be picky 
are slim.” The publication of Q. David Bowers’ recent book on Vermont coppers has certainly 
added interest to this fascinating series — a compact 39 varieties, ranging from common to 
exceedingly rare and with a great diversity of design types and both authorized and counterfeit 
issues. This one is nearly as attractive as the Scherff coin we sold on our 19"" fixed price list (at 
$2,999), though priced at significantly less money, and at almost half of what the VG-8 in the 
2006 C4 auction realized! This variety is seldom found pretty, and never found cheap, with even 
a corroded Good bringing $690 in Stack’s January 2012 Americana sale. The only really nice 
one to come on the market in recent years was the AU Garrett coin, which had a small planchet 
flaw, light pitting and on a somewhat ragged planchet, which still sold for $28,800 in the Stack’s 
Bowers February 2019 auction. We doubt you can find a stronger specimen for anywhere near 
EIT TON es seats taceo carcasses acioes was este ve navies pentane eauntgehan anata srad eoaea genau aeesaeeee ge 


A Choice VF, Well Detailed Ryder-9 “Baby Head” Vermont Copper 
Showing all four sheaves of wheat on the reverse shield! 


Enlarged shield detail, 
showing all four images 


47. 1786 Vermont Copper. Ryder 9, W-2040, the “Baby Head” variety. Rarity-3. Choice 
Very Fine, a really good grade level for this popular, naked-eye variety. About as boldly struck 
as one can expect, the legends are full on either side - AUCTORI visible but weaker (sharper 
than in the photo above), the rest of the legend bold, the date sharp and nearly all on the planchet. 
The iconic large, rounded obverse bust is fully outlined and shows significant design detail in the 
hair, face and mailing. The distinct reverse figure with head scrunched down and wearing 
shoulder pads a Hollywood starlet of the 1930s would have killed for is also bold, with ample 
design in her dress. All four of the tiny images on the shield are also visible — these have been 
called both sheaves of wheat and castle towers in the past, but since early America is not known 
for its castles, wheat sheaves are more likely correct. Bowers notes that “the sheaves range from 
missing to lightly struck on examples seen,” so this one is far sharper than most. The planchet 
shows light roughness, but is free from all but the most minor of striations — quite unusual for 
this variety, and Carlotto specifically notes that “if the opportunity arises to purchase a specimen 
with a minimum of planchet flaws, buy it!” Nice lighter brown with some mottled darker hue, 
and actually one of the more attractive Baby Head varieties we have seen in some time. 
Purchased many years ago from New England Rarities, in the original flip where this was graded 
VF-30, which we agree with. The type collector or Vermont specialist would do well to consider 
this as it will prove very difficult to markedly improve upon! This has sharper detail and nicer 
surfaces than Q. David Bowers’ own specimen which was graded VF24 and sold in the Stack’s 
Bowers June 2020 auction of his collection — but where that specimen brought $4,080 in spirited 
bidding this example, nicer in every way, is available for less than half that price — now that is 


The Matlock Ryder 17, a Surprisingly Choice Specimen! 


48. 1788 Vermont Copper. RR-17, Bressett 14-S, W-2125. Rarity-4. Bust Right. Choice 
Very Fine, a very good grade for a variety that seldom comes too very choice at all. This is the 
Marvin P. Matlock auction coin, sold by Bowers and Merena in March 1991, where this piece 
appeared as Lot 1067 and was ably described by Michael Hodder as follows: 


1788 Vermont copper. Bust Right. R-17. B.14-S. VF-30. 119.4 grains. Dark gray-brown, nearly 
olive. Surfaces rough and porous in places. Quite rare, in a database which lists over 1,000 
different Vermont coppers, only 20 specimens of Ryder-17 are recorded. Struck from the perfect 
states of both dies. Finer than Smith: 782; the example from our March 1989 sale, Lot 5083 
(planchet clipped); Norweb:1283; and the specimens in our Cambridge and Dartmouth 
Kingswood Galleries sales; as well as Oechsner:1341. Taylor:2073 was an exceptional example. 
This variety missing from both the Garrett and Ezra Cole Collection sales. .At 119.4 grains, this 
is one of the heaviest Ryder-17's known to the present writer. 


Hodder was known for his strict grading and often less-than-flattering descriptions of colonials, 
where the smallest flaws were noted in detail — this kept buyers from being disappointed of 
course, but often did a disservice to the coins themselves. This example is actually far nicer 
than the vast majority of Ryder 17s we have seen over there years — the surfaces are only 
slightly rough, and free of the major flaws often seen on the variety. There are very few choice 
examples of the variety out there, and none of them are free from one problem or another. 
Although not the rarest of the standard bust varieties, it does seem to be one of the toughest 
“available” varieties to find in decent grade. Hodder likely recognized that, as the coin had a 
box around it in the Matlock catalogue. Bidders recognized it as something special too, as it 
brought $880 over thirty years ago! The AU Partrick coin is the only example we have seen 
offered in the last decade that is truly nicer. We note the dark VF in Heritage Auctions January 
2022 sale brought $3,120. This one stands up quite nicely to that one, especially at half the 


Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the 1991 Matlock sale. 


Roy Bonjour’s Choice EF Ryder 27 


49. 1788 Vermont Copper. RR-27, Bressett 18-W, W-2205. Rarity-2. Bust Right. Choice 
Extremely Fine, a bold and pleasing example. This is the Roy Bonjour coin, sold in Stack’s 
November 2010 sale of his collection, where it appeared as Lot 6467 and was described as 
follows: 


1788 Vermont copper. Ryder-27, W-2205. Rarity-2. Mailed Bust Right. EF-45. 122.4 grains. A 
very high quality example of distinctive variety, boasting rich chocolate brown surfaces with 
gloss barely faded from original lustre and showing little actual wear. There is a shallow 
planchet gap below the central reverse, other smaller ones affect the final date digit and the B 
of LIBERTY [sic]. A choice example, one with far better surfaces than usually seen. 

From the Collection of Roy Bonjour. Acquired from our sale of May 1974, Lot 20, original lot 
ticket included. 


Vermont copper enthusiasts will immediately note that a high grade and relatively unflawed 
example of this variety is something special indeed. EF examples can be found, but often on 
dark, rough, or very flawed planchet stock. Which means that even coins slabbed as AU may 
be quite unattractive (and usually sell for prices based on eye appeal not numerical grade). But 
when a higher grade and attractive coin is offered, interest — and prices — are strong. Partrick’s 
Unc was certainly the nicest, and realized $28,200 seven years ago. The AU Bowers coin sold 
in Stack’s Bowers June 2020 sale was marginally sharper and brought $3,360; a second 
Partrick coin in AU brought $4,080 when resold by Heritage in February 2021 while a lightly 
pitted AU sold by the same firm in April 2021 managed $3,720. That is it for high grade, 
attractive examples seen at auction in the last half dozen or so years (though there have been 
more auction records for lower grade pieces as well as problem examples in EF and AU as the 
variety is readily available — if you aren’t holding out for high quality). This pleasing example 
IS PUICCG TEM Al USL cesiaawvenddaacnacesaradeiewaterscagietaa dens beustahecanatenianeiase mers $1,750 

The Bonjour sale was one of the finest offerings of collector-grade examples of Vermont 
coppers. There were a whopping 79 different coins including some choice piece and rare 
varieties. The present coin is accompanied by the original lot ticket from that auction, as well 
as the original envelope from the Stack’s May 1974 sale this was previously in. 


A SHARP VF “HORNED EAGLE” MASSACHUSETTS CENT 
Extremely strong detail! 


50. 1787 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 2b-A, W-6040, Arrows in Left Talon, Horned Eagle. 
Rarity-2. PCGS graded VF Details, the details grade given due to some obverse pitting in the 
fields mostly around the Indian motif. The coin itself is very bold, and could possibly merit a 
full EF details grade if resubmitted. The legends and date are full and the individual letters and 
numbers sharp, The Indian shows strong facial details, though some of the plaiting in the tunic 
is weak. The eagle on the reverse has a full, bold CENT on the shield, with all the feathers 
sharp. The prominent diebreak from the eagle’s head which gives the variety its nickname is 
strong, though not yet fully formed. The obverse has the mentioned pitting, though it is mostly 
light, while the reverse is free of any such marks. Both sides with just minor evidence of 
circulation, nothing obtrusive. The coin was likely recolored at some point in the past, though 
if so it was professionally done, and looks natural enough to not be mentioned on the slab. A 
fairly common variety, but one that is always in demand as a naked-eye type coin, one listed in 
the Redbook, insuring collector interest. A coin with this sharpness but without the pitting 
would be in the low four-figures today. If those small pits don’t bother you, the strong detail 
and legends makes this coin a bit of a bargain at JUSt.. ..1.40i0sccrdarsecersocssacenessravecaseens $375 


An Affordable Example of the 1788 Ryder 1-A Massachusetts Copper 
The Rarer of Two Varieties for the Year 


51. 1788 Massachusetts Half Cent. Ryder 1-A, W-6000. Rarity-4+. Fine, most details 
strong in that grade level. The legends are full on either side, the first and last letter of the 
reverse weaker than the rest but all visible, while only traces of the date can be made out at the 
base of that side. The standing Indian shows many of the pleats in his tunic and the eagle 
shows many of the feathers in its wing, though HALF CENT is not visible on the shield — 
generally a coin will need most of those words visible to merit the VF grade. Dark tobacco 
brown, the surfaces lightly but evenly rough, though not horribly so. There are some marks 
from circulation including a number of ancient hairline scratches that have toned down to the 
surface color and are not as obtrusive as they would otherwise be. This is, by far, the rarer of 
the two varieties of Massachusetts half cent for the year, though there are a handful of truly 
choice specimens known, including nice Uncs. In the Ford and Twin Leaf sales, the former 
bringing nearly $13,000 back in 2015, while Partrick’s Gem brought $18,000 in 2018. This 
coin will not compete with any of those specimens of course — but it is something those coins 
were not, affordable. For the collector on a budge a chance to get a rare variety at little more 
than type coin money and still get a well-detailed coin. This is just...............ceeeeee ee ees $275 


THREE DIFFERENT JAMES A. BOLEN COPIES 


OF EXTREMELY RARE COLONIAL ISSUES 


Q. David Bowers’ Large Stars Confederatio, Struck Bolen Copy 


Awa 
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52. “1785” (1863) Large Star Confederatio Cent, James Bolen Struck copy, Musante 
JAB-7, Kenney 2, W-14230. This is Q. David Bowers’ own example of this very rare issue, 
now listed in the Whitman Encyclopedia. It was sold by Stack’s Bowers in their January 2011 
Americana sale, where it appeared as Lot 6599 and was described as follows: 


Copper, 27.0mm, 9.2 grams. Musante JAB-7. Kenney 2. Choice Extremely Fine. Obv. 
Diana at altar, INIMICA TYRANNIS AMERICANA around. Rev. Thirteen stars within circle 
of rays. CONFEDERATIO 1785 around. Smooth light brown surfaces, in fact largely the 
appearance of a high-grade colonial issue more so than a product of the 1860s. Likely among 
those artificially worn to pass as a genuine rarity, with even Bolen’s secret mark carefully 
removed at the Y. 

Provenance: From the Q. David Bowers Collection; Charles Litman Collection; Donald M. 
Miller Collection. 


One of just 30-40 examples struck in copper (Bolen’s notebook gives the lower figure, while 
am 1882 work cited the higher number), these dies were defaced before they were sold, so no 
other perfect die state pieces could be struck. This example was worn down and almost 
certainly sold as an original at some point in the 9" century — easy enough to do prior to the 
publication of the Crosby reference, and as the Stack’s Bowers cataloguer stated, this has the 
look and feel of a coin from the 1780s. Undoubtedly more than a few collectors were fooled, 
and in 1905 Bolen himself stated "Although I have never thought or tried to pass one as 
genuine, I have often regretted having issued them as I have been informed that they have been 
worn or rubbed and made to look old, then sold as genuine." An Uncirculated example 
appeared in the November 2021 sale of the Anton collection and brought $3,840 (the 
description there well worth reading). This far more deceptive, lightly “circulated” copy is 
more interesting to us, and one wonders just who it fooled! Priced at just..................0.. $950 
No lot ticket from the 2011 auction referenced above, easily plate matched to that sale. 


AN EVEN MORE WORN AND VERY DECEPTIVE STANDING 
INDIAN /NEW YORK ARMS BOLEN COPY 


53. ''1787" (ca. 1869) Standing Indian / Arms of New York Mule. By John Adams Bolen. 
Musante JAB M-11, Kenney-10, W-14510. Copper. Very Fine, a piece that has been 
extensively worn down, probably carried as a pocket piece as there are just very light marks 
from coming into contact with other coins. The piece was likely artificially stained to make it 
look more like an original — and another coin that would have easily fooled an 18" century 
collector, especially one with only reference books that had line drawings (pre Crosby), or 
unplated auction catalogues to work from. Bolen was an exceptional artisan, and there are 
usually just a few minor “tells” between his copies and the originals, and some of those have 
been worn down on the present specimen, or artfully hidden by the staining. Struck from an 
early state of the Indian die, prior to the diebreak at ATEM in the legend. We know this was 
struck prior to 1870 as Bolen presented a specimen in that year to the ANS. 40 examples 
struck in copper, and though Crosby considered this “the most easily procured” of Bolen copies 
and Musante called it the “second easiest Bolen copy to obtain in copper,” we note only four 
appearances of copper examples in the Stack’s Bowers archives, along with a single silver. 
The cataloguer of the Anton coin sold in April of this year noted “the few appearances suggest 
that it might be rarer than the mintage suggests.” The three recent appearances copper ones 
sold in the last decade were all Uncirculated, ranging from $1680 to $3600. Personally, we like 
these less-than-perfect ones that have been artificially worn. There is an extra level of 
chicanery involved, and one knows that 150 years ago some collector, perhaps even a serious 
one, was fooled by something like this in a way they never would have been by a blazing mint 
red example, fresh from Bolen’s dies. A really cool piece, with a lot of history — and a perusal 
of plated 19" century auctions may find an example where this one was sold as genuine. 
Available at the price it was purchased at over a decade ago, long before the Bolen series took 
OO TR POUR a coerctecatectinctoeryedececccnentundanvenasendeatautia codunaienctasnnrcabouweaesqatiensueeds $550 

Purchased by the previous owner from Coin Rarities LLC and still in their envelope 
with the purchase price indicated. Incorrectly called a deceptive electro on that envelope, it is 
most definitely a worn Bolen struck copy. 


AND AN ELECTROTYPE OF A BOLEN STRUCK COPY! 


54. "1787" (ca. 1869) Excelsior Copper. Indian / Eagle on Globe. Bolen Copy. Musante 
JAB-36, Kenney-7, W-14370. About Uncirculated, a fascinating piece. An electrotype 
copy, with traces of the underlying lead showing through at the right obverse and a couple 
places on the extremely thick edge. One of the easier Bolen’s to pick up, the Bolen showing 
recutting of the E in NEO, the letter originally place a little far to the left and corrected by 
Bolen in the die, showing the care he took to make his struck copies as realistic as possible. 
The electro was apparently made from an original that had a planchet crack from the R of 
EBORACUS through the eagle’s beak to its body — there are late die states known of this 
reverse, but that involves a cud over CUS which is not present here. There were 40 struck in 
copper, a number that would have been large enough to satisfy collectors of the era, so it is 
unknown why an electrotype would have been produced, effectively a copy of a copy. We 
have seen only a couple other electros of all the Bolen issues combined, so this electro is 
actually rarer than an original! A neat piece, cheap at............. cece cece ence eeeeeeaenees $300 

Purchased in the 1980s from dealer Harold M. Hess who briefly put out wonderful 
price lists of “Choice Early Copper” — of all American series, from colonials, through Federal 
coinage and into tokens and medals. It was always a joy to get his lists, with items handpicked 
for their overall eye appeal. Hess’ original envelope accompanies this piece, and it appeared 
as Lot 7 on one of his lists — sadly this cataloguer no longer has his complete set, having sold it 
a decade ago to a literature dealer who somehow managed to pry it away. 


SPECIAL!!! 
TAKE ALL THREE BOLEN ISSUES LOTS 52-54 


PRICED AT $1800 INDIVIDUALLY 
ALL THREE AT OVER 15% OFF, JUST $1500 


An Intriguing Cast of the Exceedingly Rare 
1786 Immunis / Confederatio Mule — Dated 1785 and 1786! 


55. 1786/85 Immunis Columbia, Confederatio, Large Stars, Crosby VII, 16, Breen-1128, 
W-5665. Fine, a fascinating CAST copy of this extreme rarity, which exists in just three 
confirmed struck specimens, only two of which have appeared for sale in the last century — the 
incredible Uncirculated Newman coin that sold in 2014 for $152,750 and a rough VG example 
that appeared in Superior Galleries 2002 ANA Sale. A third example is plated in the Whitman 
Encyclopedia, but no provenance is given for that coin (the photos appear to be both sides of a 
single coin, not a composite picture using an obverse of one piece and reverse of another) The 
present example was cast from none of those coins — it is clearly nowhere near the quality of 
the Newman coin, shows detail that the 2002 ANA coin lacks, and while the detail is close to 
the Whitman piece (with the expected weaker areas from the casting process), it appears that 
the centering is different, with the present piece showing denticles in places that the Whitman 
coin does not. Does this mean an unknown fourth specimen that this cast was made from? 
Possible, though it is more likely that this cast was made from two different coins — each side 
used only on pieces that are rare enough that a researcher may be able to piece together what 
coins were used. The originals are shrouded in mystery — were they made in England or 
America? Why would someone pair dies with two different dates? There were Conder tokens 
that were made a few years after these dates specifically for collectors, but three surviving 
specimens, only one of which is choice does not seem much of a collector market. Were they 
late strikes pairing together whatever dies were on hand? Possibly, but they are well made and 
on full or even heavy weight planchets, while “last struck” pieces tend to be on very 
lightweight planchets. Regardless of the who, where, when and why of their striking, the 
Confederatios are some of the most coveted of all colonial coins — and this particular variety is 
one of the rarest and most intriguing. Unless you are in a very fortunate tax bracket it is 
unlikely you'll get the chance to own one — and we know of no struck copies or electrotypes for 
this variety, so a faithful cast may be the best one could ever hope for! The only one we have 
ever handled or heard of, and really a cool piece for the colonial specialist...................4. $400 


An AFFORDABLE 1787 Immunis Columbia Copper 


56. 1787 Immunis Columbia Copper / Large Eagle Reverse. W-5680. Plain Edge, 
Narrow Planchet. Rarity-4+. NGC Graded Fine Details. Strongly in the Fine category, the 
present example has full legends and rather sharp design details, some fully of the VF level, but 
not quite enough to bring the whole coin up to that level. The NGC details qualifier is “date 
tooled” which isn’t quite accurate — the date wasn’t changed or added to, someone just lightly 
removed the top loop of the 8 and the arm of the last 7 — this was done quite some time ago, 
and while light scratches can be seen in that area, they are all toned down to the surface color 
and really not all that noticeable without the aid of a glass. The date itself is fully on the 
planchet, something unusual for this type which is usually centered so that half or more of it is 
missing. Chocolate brown, the surfaces are otherwise hard, smooth and with just the most 
trivial of marks from circulation. Overall a pleasing example of this mysterious issue. Walter 
Breen thought them to have been struck in England, yet more are known than would be 
expected for something made as a pattern. The 1787 Immunis Columbia coppers could have 
been produced as a proposal for a contract coinage, and their rarity is about the same as the 
1791 Washington Large and Small Eagle coins which were produced as such and apparently 
released into circulation when the contract was not received. One example is known with an 
ornamented edge, a technology not known in America at the time, though that piece could be 
overstruck on something that was made in England or elsewhere with an ornamented edge, 
perhaps with the designs ground down. A handful are known overstruck on 1787 New Jersey 
coppers, all Maris 26-S, which would seem to argue for an American manufacture since it 
seems unlikely a group of this one variety would make its way to England just to be overstruck 
by Immunis Columbia dies. They are certainly tied to the 1786 Immunis Columbia coppers, 
which link to the Confederatios, which link to the Nova Constellatios, which link to the New 
Jersey coppers via the Washington obverse mule...a puzzle that has been proclaimed solved a 
couple times in the pages of The Colonial Newsletter, yet still without any strong evidence. 
Short of having dies moving back and forth between the two countries, it seems the whole 
group must have been made in the US or in England — and there are adherents in both camps. 
Regardless, the 1787 Immunis Columbia is the only reasonably affordable one in the series — 
though nice examples still routinely bring mid-four and well into five-figures when auctioned. 
This pleasing circulated example, NGC certified as genuine, with a very small area of scratches 
but otherwise perfect-for-grade surfaces is priced right at just................ccceee eee eee eee eee $1,750 


An Inexpensive 1787 Nova Eborac Copper 
The “Poor Man’s Brasher Doubloon” 


57. 1787 Nova Eborac Copper. W-5760. Medium Bust, Seated Figure Right. Rarity-3. 
Nearly Very Fine, some areas just a tad less sharp, as often found on later die state examples 
of the variety. Struck slightly off-center to the left, causing the tops of NOVA and VIRT to be 
tight against the edge, weakening those letters a bit, though all are at least partially visible, 
while about half of the date can be seen at the lower reverse. Good design detail for the grade, 
the obverse bust with mailing and facial features, and some of the curious hair which is pulled 
forward from a central point at the rear of the head. The seated figure is fully outlined, with 
some detail in the drapery and the New York arms on the shield to her side. Medium brown, 
the surfaces with the usual light roughness found on the issue, and the expected light marks 
from circulation, all in all a respectable and attractive circulated example — nicely free from the 
very dark and rough surfaces sometimes found for the type. The 1787 Nova Eborac issues 
were struck by John Bailey and Ephraim Brasher, who operated a joint minting operation in or 
near New York City. Like others, they hoped to win a contract to coin coppers from the New 
York State legislature and, like others, were denied. Undaunted, they struck a number of 
Nova Eborac pieces from several different dies and placed them into circulation, where they 
passed alongside Connecticut, Vermont and counterfeit British coppers with the same general 
designs. The letter punches on the Nova Eboracs match those of the legendary Brasher 
doubloon — and a Nova Eborac is about as close as most of us will ever get to owning that 
multi-million dollar rarity!) Most Nova Eborac coppers are well worn, attesting to both their 
need and long use in circulation (though there are enough Uncirculated examples to strongly 
suggest some saved by collectors of the time). They also circulated widely, as two examples 
were found in an archaeological dig in South Carolina! The most affordable of the New York 
issues (which includes such rarities as the Excelsior, Standing Indian and George Clinton 
coppers), and always in demand. This pleasing circulated piece is just..................::02 eee $400 


The Very Rare 1774 Machin’s Mills, Vlack 7-74A 
The only obverse die with GEORGIUS instead of GEORGIVS 
One of the finest known, ex Richard August collection 


58. 1774 Machin’s Mills Halfpenny. Vlack 7-744, W-7770, U instead of V in obverse 
legend. Low Rarity-6. PCGS graded VF20, though in our opinion a Choice Very Fine, and a 
candidate for regrading. A beautiful specimen of a very rare variety and distinct type coin, one 
of just two to have the obverse legend read GEORGIUS instead of GEORGIVS (the other, 
sharing this same obverse die, is the 1772-dated Vlack 7-72A; die states show the 1774-dated 
piece was struck first). Boldly struck, the legends razor sharp, the date strong. The obverse 
design detail very nearly warrants the EF grade, with almost full armor and facial features, the 
hair strong with only the laurel wreath a bit flat or worn. The reverse is, as always, a little softer 
at the exact center, but the seated figure is as bold as any we have seen. What sets the coin apart 
is the lovely color — a pleasing light tan, with a small toning spot at the center of the obverse bust 
and a smaller one below the chin. The surfaces are hard, quite unusual for the variety (compare 
with the Whitman Encyclopedia plate coin which was similarly sharp but rough — and was the 
nicest one they could find to illustrate the variety). There are a few light marks from circulation, 
and one ancient scratch on the obverse from the nose to the jaw, this toned down and not as 
noticeable. The Whitman Encyclopedia lists the Condition Census for the variety as VF20 to 
VF30 — this exact coin was the one there called 30, from the Richard August collection (a 
conservative grader, he called it VF-XF, which we agree with), and was his frontline collection 
coin for several decades before it was recently upgraded. A VERY RARE variety in any grade, 
and one that usually sells for strong money given the naked-eye obverse type with the U in 
legend (compare with the rough Fine that brought $1,610 in a Stack’s sale a dozen years ago: 
https://archive.stacksbowers.com/?q=5dbf45b7-574c-4664-99d0-c9d359c59763 ). Neither the 
Stack’s Bowers or Heritage auction archives show anything approaching this coin, the nicest on 
those sites being a rough VE (though, interestingly, one rough VF is known struck over a 1785 
Confederatio copper). A first-rate example of this rarity, with an outstanding provenance and 
likely to be the nicest the collector can hope to find at this time. The newest Whitman 
Encyclopedia prices this at $4,000 in VF20 and $6,500 in EF (oddly considering they consider a 
30 to be the finest known). This is an excellent buy at far less money...................00000 0 $3,000 


The Magic 1776 Date 
Vlack 6-76A Machin’s Mills Halfpenny, PCGS VF25 


59. 1776 Machin’s Mills Halfpenny. Vlack 6-76A, W-7790. Rarity-4. PCGS Graded 
VF25, a very pleasing Choice Very Fine example of this ever-popular issue, one of just a handful 
of American coins to bear the magic 1776 date (even if it is likely that none of the coins with that 
date were actually struck in that pivotal year of American history). This is a bold example, the 
legends full with the individual letters all sharp, the all-important date bold, fully on the planchet, 
and with a full row of denticles framing it below. The design detail is quite strong for this “tall 
head” obverse, the dies were both deeply cut and that meant that there was never enough metal 
available to flow to the deepest part of either die — so the wreath on the obverse bust is never 
seen fully brought up, and there is usually weakness at the center of the reverse. The present 
example is better than most we have seen, the obverse bust showing strong mailing and some 
face and hair detail, the reverse figure with some drapery detail and bold shield and branch as 
well. Lovely medium olive with lighter devices, the surfaces hard to the eye and with the bare 
minimum of marks from circulation. There is a small planchet clip at the base of the obverse 
which touches nothing but may be useful for provenance tracing. An interesting variety, two 
examples are known struck over counterfeit 1709 Spanish pistareens and one is known 
overstruck on a 1785 Immune Columbia copper, effectively proving these were backdated, 
though of course the Machin’s Mills mint was only in operation from 1787, disbanding in 1790. 
Really quite lovely, the Whitman Encyclopedia giving a Condition Census range of EF to Unc, 
though the finest that has appeared at auction in the last 30 years appears to be the Garrett- 
Partrick coin, slabbed as EF40, though graded AU in the Garrett sale — the latter grade likely 
correct since that piece hammered at an amazing $16,800 in March 2021! Even the solid EFs 
bring strong money, with the 2021 C4 sale coin in that grade bringing $4,320. The second 
Partrick piece in VF35 hammered at $3,120 last year as well, and Eric Newman’s VF30 brought 
$4,560 in November 2017. This is a coin that the collector will cherish and not worry about 
upgrading — and with the strong 1776 date it is especially pleasing. We can offer this at 
significantly less than recent auction records for comparable coins at just................eee $1,800 
This example purchased a decade ago from dealer Clem Schettino; his original 

envelope was lost during the slabbing process, but at the time he called it “the nicest I have 
owned.” 


A VF Club Rays Fugio Copper 
Now Part of the US Federal Coinage Series 


60. 1787 Fugio Copper. Club Rays. Newman 4-E, W-6685. Rarity-3. Rounded Ends. Very 
Fine, a well-struck example, on a planchet with a moderate-sized flaw at the center of the 
obverse — this, of course, on the planchet before the coin was struck. Very sharp overall, the 
obverse legend and date all bold, the sun showing both eyes and nose, the distinctly-shaped 
club rays all sharp; the only weak area on this side is the face of the sundial due to the planchet 
flaw there, though more than half of the Roman numerals are visible. The reverse is more 
even, as there is no flaw on that side, with a full WE ARE ONE at the center, UNITED a bit 
weaker than STATES on the surrounding label, though all letters are visible. Pleasing medium 
brown, the surfaces hard save for the flaw and a much smaller one over the U of FUGIO. No 
real damage or defect from circulation, and really quite nice for the grade. The Club Ray 
varieties are seldom seen in higher grades, none were included in the Bank of New York hoard 
of Fugio coppers, and none of this variety is known in truly Uncirculated grade (the Rob Retz 
Condition Census ranged from EF to AU, and AU is the highest grade the variety is priced at in 
the Whitman Encyclopedia). Long considered something of a transition piece between the state 
coinages and official national coins, PCGS has recently decided that the Fugio coppers are 
actually the first federal issues — resulting in a wave of new collectors who now want at least 
the major types (and often the die varieties as well) to go alongside their early date half and 
large cents. There are only two obtainable Club Ray varieties, this and the slightly more 
common Newman 3-D, and this added demand has led to the obvious — a lessening of supply 
and higher prices. The VF35 in Stack’s Bowers sale April 2022 auction brought $3,120, nearly 
what AU coins were bringing just 3-4 years ago. A perfect mid-level type coin, with wonderful 
eve appeal tor the orade; qd ata Steal Price. 5.cc>ssyacess eee iyvders eexerxseies seetSeieexewees $1,750 

There was an amazing recent discovery — on eBay of all places — of a new variety of 
Fugio copper. It paired this reverse E, previously known only paired with this variety with 
obverse 23, which was then known only with the ZZ reverse. This new variety blurs the lines 
between the Club Rays/Concave End and Club Ray/Rounded End types, which previously had 
no die sharing between them. The unique 23-ZZ sold in April of this year for an amazing 
$132,000! 


Newman 10-G, the 1 Over Horizontal 1 Obverse 


— 
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61. 1787 Fugio Copper. Pointed Rays. Newman 10-G, W-6700. UNITED STATES, 1 
Over Horizontal 1. Rarity-5. PCGS Graded Good-6,, though realistically at least a VG, the 
obverse center weakly struck. This is the Richard Moore specimen, appearing as Lot 405 in the 
February 2014 Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection, where it was described as: 


Nicely toned in golden-brown, both sides are well defined for the grade save for isolated lack 
of detail over the upper half of the obverse. The same area exhibits a concentration of wispy 
handling marks, although there are no singularly mentionable detractions on either side apart 
from a meandering planchet flaw, as made, from the lower left obverse border. One of the 
scarce and elusive 1 Over Horizontal | varieties. 


The piece brought just over $550 eight years ago. The obverse weakness at the sun and sundial 
account for the PCGS grade, though the coin is clearly much sharper than that level everywhere 
else. FUGIO and the date are both full and strong, with MIND YOUR BUSINESS sharp 
enough at the base, the first letters on the left mostly gone, while the final S is weak. On the 
reverse WE ARE ONE is bold and strong, while only the first S of STATES is not visible on 
the reverse label — this kind of detail does not exist in true Good coins, and usually wears away 
once a coin dips from Fine to VG. The obverse planchet flaw was there prior to striking, and it 
is fairly shallow, while the color is pleasing and there are minimal marks from actual 
circulation. A rare variety and type, one of just three varieties to have the “1 Over Horizontal 
1” feature where the engraver first punched the number in rotated 90 degrees and then fixed it 
by punching the number over it in the correct position, though without grinding down the initial 
blunder. Of those three varieties, one is unique (Newman 10-00), and while the 10-G and 10-T 
(which is a STATES UNITED reverse type) are roughly the same rarity, we have seen about 
half as many 10-G’s as we have 10-T’s. A naked-eye type coin, always in demand, the 
Whitman Encyclopedia notes “rare in any grade.” The rough Fine in Stack’s Bowers April 
2022 auction bringing $2,040, while a rough, scratched and flawed Good brought $840 in the 
same sale. This pleasing piece, undergraded by PCGS is available at just...................4. $900 
No lot ticket to the Richard Moore sale; easily plate matched to that catalogue. 


Newman 19-Z, the “Raised Rims” Reverse Type 
this reverse used with the AMERICAN CONGRESS pattern 


62. 1787 Fugio Cent. Pointed Rays. Newman 19-Z, W-6975. STATES UNITED, Label 
With Raised Rims, Large Letters in WE ARE ONE. Rarity-5. Fine, the reverse with some 
details approaching a VF grade. A well-struck example of this popular issue, the reverse die 
unlike anything else in the series, with a raised rim around the reverse label, and the letters in 
STATES UNITED and WE ARE ONE all handcut into the die, not punched. This reverse was 
clearly something special, having first been paired with Obverse 1, the only die with a cross 
after the date and no cinquefoils, which was the obverse used on the extremely rare 
AMERICAN CONGRESS pattern. Well struck, this example has a bold FUGIO and date; 
MIND YOUR BUSINESS is a bit less sharp, but all the letters are there with just the bottom of 
the B off the planchet as centered. The sundial has a quarter of the Roman numerals visible, 
and while the sun’s face is mostly flat it is outlined, and all the rays are visible. The reverse is 
stronger, with a full WE ARE ONE at the center, STATES UNITED weaker in the label 
around, as often the case, though most of the letters are at least partially visible. Lighter brown, 
the obverse with faint but even roughness to the surface — not deep or dark, really just softening 
the details a bit. The reverse is smoother, with some circulation marks scattered in the rings. 
An attractive circulated example of the variety and distinct type, with strong detail. The light 
obverse roughness would prevent it from straight grading at any of the services, but we have 
seen lesser examples in VF Details holders. This reverse used on two other varieties, the 
slightly rarer 12-Z and the prohibitively rare 1-Z, which means the 19-Z gets additional demand 
for both the variety and the Raised Rims type. There were no examples of this variety in the 
Bank of New York hoard, yet there are a small number of Uncirculated and very high-end AU 
coins still extant, which to this cataloguer suggests that some were purposely saved as being 
different from regular Fugio copper issues — contemporary collectors who are today unknown 
but are likely the reason for the survival of some of our high grade colonial and state coinages. 
A dark and very rough Fine in Stack’s Bowers April 2022 auction brought $720, this more 
Atihactine SPSCMNEM IS OTICIC Blix pscccrnowiatutexinnhandvedinacaw waren nieninicheniaamepsyeadensanenans $800 


AN AFFORDABLE PCGS VF DETAILS MOTT TOKEN 


2} = Damage-VF Detail 
Mott, Thick Plain Edge 


63. ''1789" Mott Token. Breen-1020, Rulau NY-612. Thick Planchet. Plain Edge. PCGS 
graded VF Details. From the 2018 C4 Sale by Stack’s Bowers where this was Lot 6274 and 
ably described as: 


A rather glossy example of this popular type showing chestnut and mahogany color with darker 
patina in the recesses. The edges are bruised in several areas, forming bold ridges above the 
date and the legend on the eagle side. Soft at the centers as is typical, and the cud at the left side 
of the clock remains relatively small compared to its girth in later stages. A few old marks 
show in the field left of the clock but these go largely unnoticed to the naked eye. 
Provenance: From the Cohasco Collection of Colonials formed by Sir Philip H. Snyder, circa 
1963-68. 


One of the more intriguing of tokens dated in the post-colonial era. It was long accepted as a 
token struck in or near the date it bears, but others disagreed, noting that the eagle design used 
here was that found on US gold coins minted after 1834 — conveniently ignoring that it was 
used on the Heraldic Eagle gold coins as early as 1795...and that similar depictions of an eagle 
with raised wings were used on signs and in newspaper drawings even earlier. The eagle image 
itself was notably used on the Massachusetts coppers of 1787-8, the only difference being the 
wings pointed down instead of up — surely not enough of a stylistic difference to claim that the 
Mott designs could not have possibly been made until the Hard Times era! An alleged 
“overstrike over a double brockage large cent” has been shown to be a “sandwich” coin, 
hammered between two large cents, and easily replicated. While some have spurned it as a 
later issue, it is still listed in the Redbook with the post-Confederation tokens, with commentary 
that it may be later. There is certainly much left to be discovered about this issue — and as 
more libraries and museum archives are brought online, we may soon find an answer. Until 
then the 1789 date means it will still be collected with colonials (much like the 1781 North 
American token, and most of the 1783 Washington pieces which were all struck in the early 
1800s). This is an affordable, PCGS certified example, available at......................000 $275 


A PLEASING EF KENTUCKY TOKEN 


64. Undated (ca. 1793-1795) Kentucky Token. W-8800. Rarity-1. Copper. Plain Edge. 
Extremely Fine, a nicely struck example of this popular type. Produced in England, it gets its 
name from the fact that the initial K for Kentucky is atop the “starry pyramid” on the reverse, 
not because it was made for or circulated in that state. This example is sharp for the grade, 
with the legend full and the individual letters all strong, save for the last I of UNANIMITY 
which is lost to a small planchet crack there, this of course in the planchet prior to striking. The 
hand holding the scroll is also sharp, and the full legend of OUR CAUSE IS JUST can be read, 
with CAUSE just a bit weaker than the rest but all there — this detail gets worn away as pieces 
wear down to the VF level. Pleasing medium brown with some streaks of lighter color, really 
attractive in hand. The fields show the expected light contact marks for a circulated piece, but 
no major defect. Always popular — on both sides of the Atlantic, since this is also properly am 
18" century British Conder token, listed in that series as Dalton & Hamer Lancashire 59. As is 
the case with many Conder token varieties, this one comes with multiple edges. D&H list four 
different, while the more recent listing in the Whitman Encyclopedia doubles that number — 
and adds in strikes in both silver and white metal, a wealth of variations that other single die 
pairs of colonial or post-confederation issues cannot match. As these were struck in England 
and listed in the various contemporary books on tokens from the time they were produced, a 
number made it into the cabinets of collectors and have been preserved in high grade. But it is 
clear that many of them circulated as well, as the majority exist in grades of VF or so (with 
some extremely well-worn pieces known too). While there is no proof that these circulated in 
the early United States, their message of a just cause for the colonies breaking away from 
England would seem unlikely to be popular in England, even a decade after the end of the 
American Revolution. They certainly could have found their way over, especially in the 1793- 
5 period when the Philadelphia Mint had just begun to strike half and large cents, and had yet 
to produce enough to have any significant circulation outside of Philadelphia — one reason that 
the 1794-5 Talbot, Allum & Lee cents were needed in New York. The weight of these, while 
lighter than an American cent was still much greater than the counterfeit British and Irish 
coppers still in circulation. This one will please ate... cccccsicccdscivcaverterysscesdectestoensenes $400 


A 1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee Cent with Nice Color 


65. 1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee Cent. With NEW YORK. Fuld-2, W-8570. Rarity-1. Large 
& on Reverse, Lettered Edge. Extremely Fine, a lightly circulated example of this popular 
type, with excellent eye appeal. Well struck for the most part, a tiny bit of weakness at the left 
middle of the ship’s hull and the waves right below, a typical spot for weakness as it is directly 
opposite the deeper part of the obverse design with the bale and dress of the standing figure of 
commerce (this variety struck medal turn instead of coin turn). The legends are full, the 
individual letters all strong, as is the date at the base of the obverse. Very attractive light tan, 
the surfaces are hard, and with only the most trivial marks from circulation. Well-hidden above 
the flag flying from the highest mast is a small circular punch mark, ancient and toned-down to 
the surface color and exceedingly easy to miss — so easy in fact that we didn’t notice it when 
we bought this token! Struck in England, the Talbot’s come dated 1794 and 1795, with several 
dies for each date that speak of fairly large mintages. These were struck right in the middle of 
the “Conder Token Craze” in England, though their production for New York merchants 
prevented Dalton & Hamer from listing it with the is” Century Provincial Tokens in their 
book. But, being tokens of the era, they were popular with British collectors and special pieces 
were made, likely for sale — for the regular issues, silver strikes are known, as are plain edges 
and a couple completely irrelevant edges which did appear on other Conder tokens of the era. 
Obverse dies for both the 1794 and 1795 dates (the side that didn’t say NEW YORK) were 
muled with seven different Conder token dies to create rarities for collectors (though two of 
these mules, with dies for John Howard and Earl Howe were made in greater quantities and put 
into circulation in England). Despite having the same obverse dies used, the mules are not 
listed in the Redbook, just as the regular issues are not listed in Dalton & Hamer. But D&H do 
list all the mules, and that run also includes special things likely made for collectors as well — 
brass and tin strikes (oddly no silver strikes are known for the mules), plain edges, and one 
variety with a unique edge different from the rest. These, thankfully, are well-detailed in the 
Whitman Encyclopedia, with all but one variety illustrated and a detailed listing of the edges. 
In the most recent issue of The C4 Journal Mark Vitunic makes some interesting observations 
on the series, and includes a plate illustrating the die linkage of the tokens, including the one 
obverse not shown in the Whitman book. Always a popular issue, the 1794s usually seen with 
light wear, while the 1795s are more commonly seen in Uncirculated grades.................. $450 


A Charming Circulated 1787-Dated Auctori Plebis Token 


66. “1787” (1795) Auctori Plebis Token. W-8770. Rarity-3. Fine, the obverse a bit weaker 
than the reverse, at least partially due to the late state of the reverse die, which has a large break 
from the forehead of the seated figure to the globe. An interesting circulated example of this 
popular and mysterious issue — this cataloguer hopefully shed some light on the mystery in an 
extremely long article on this token in the first issue of The Journal of Early American 
Numismatics, tracing it in the numismatic literature in both England and America to shortly 
after it was struck in 1795 (not the 1787 date it bears). Always popular with American 
collectors because the obverse was directly modeled on a 1787-dated Connecticut copper 
(likely the reason for the date on the reverse of this token), and the obverse may well have been 
made directly from a struck Connecticut copper — more details on this in that article, which is 
now available for reading on the Newman Numismatic Portal free of charge. The present token 
is unusual in that it was quite well used, the usually found grade being high-end VF to EF 
(though rarely nicer). The obverse legend is full save for the EB of PLEBIS, the Connecticut- 
style bust weak at the center, otherwise fully outlined and with some detail in the hair. The 
reverse is, as always, sharper, and as the die was larger than the planchets the bottom of the 
date and the tops of a few letters are off the edge. The curious central detail, taken directly 
from a British Conder token, is stronger, and it is late state of this die, with the break from the 
globe to the figure’s head quite advanced (the various die states were illustrated in the JEAN 
article mentioned above). Light chocolate brown surfaces, a few trivial circulation marks, most 
noticeably on the obverse bust, and an area of darker toning at the lower right reverse rim. This 
is actually the most-circulated example we have seen for this 1787-dated issue, and a long look 
through the Stack’s Bowers and Heritage archives show none near this level — the average 
grade there being EF! The 2020 C4 auction had a nice run of this type from the Anton 
collection, including never-before seen items like a flip-over double strike and a full obverse 
brockage! A pleasing example, and while struck in England it is a piece that belongs in every 
American colonial collection, given that link with the Connecticut copper series. A “condition 
TACUY AN THIS Ctade WGC” ie. acg enol vwasadaxnhdavunedadhngevenad este deawanecd eeu yecrecauireuie $350 

Part Two of this cataloguer’s article on the Auctori Plebis tokens will look at the so- 
called “mules,” and will hopefully (finally) be written this year. 


A Gorgeous Early Restrike 1796 Castorland in Copper 
CUIVRE stamp over a Reeded Edge 


67. ''1796" (1845-1860) Castorland Medal, or Jeton. Paris Mint Restrike. W-9155. 
Copper. Reeded Edge, with pointing hand and CUIVRE stamped over the reeding at 6 
o'clock. Choice Uncirculated, a boldly struck example of this popular and enigmatic issue, 
with everything bold and strong. The surfaces are nice, with ample prooflike luster on the 
original, toned surfaces. No marks or damage worth note, and a piece that has clearly been 
well-cared for in the 160+ years since it was made. The edge has a thick reeding, with a tiny 
stamp over the reeding at the base of the piece (this is struck medal turn, so that 6 o’clock is the 
base of both side); the stamp must have been very carefully placed as all examples from the 
1845-60 restrike that we have seen with the stamp over the reeding is in the exact same place. 
The most recent auction record for a comparable piece was the slabbed one in Stack’s Bowers 
March 2020 auction, a darker and less-reflective specimen that brought $360. This one, which 
would likely grade the same or higher as that piece is JUSt........... 0.0 .cc ccc e cee ce cece ee eeeee ones $300 

The various original and restrikes variations of the Castorland issues are in sore need 
of a detailed, analytical look — and publication of whatever is found! 


A Gorgeous About Uncirculated Washington Unity States 
One of the Finest Known, PCGS AU55 
Ex Ted Craige collection 
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68. 1783 Washington Unity States Cent. Baker 1, Vlack 27-W, Breen 1188, Fuld 
WA.NC.1783.1, Musante GW-104, 10130. PCGS graded AU55. This is the TED CRAIGE 
specimen and appeared in the Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection in January, 2013 where it 
was Lot 11469, plated and described as follows: 


"1783" (Circa 1820) Washington Unity States Cent. Baker-1, W-10130. Rarity-1. 
AU-55 (PCGS). 119.5 grains. Deep golden-tan surfaces are hard and glossy in 
appearance, and low magnification does little to dispel the first impression. Usual 
planchet striations, here at the bottom of the obverse affecting the date, and around the 
rim in several areas on the reverse. Choice for the grade both physically and aesthetically. 
Provenance: From the Ted L. Craige Collection. Paper envelope included. 


Despite its 1783 date (and the honor of being the first piece listed in the 1885 Baker work on 
Washingtonia), there is no way this variety could have been struck in that year, as the reverse 
mimics the 1794 large cents, with the word UNITY substituted for UNITED — probably an effort 
to evade anti-counterfeiting laws, much as some of the later Hard Time Tokens issues carry a 
tiny “NOT” over the denomination of “ONE CENT.” A choice example for the specialist or 
type collector, and certainly one of the finest known — something Ted Craige recognized over 50 
years ago since he noted it was C.C. (Condition Census) on his envelope! While there are a few 
that have been slabbed as fully Uncirculated they do not have the same color and gloss as the 
present specimen (see the example in the 2010 C4 sale for instance, which was slabbed as MS63 
despite what looks like rub, heavy striations and some verdigris spots clearly removed from 
either side — apparently sometimes it’s all about who you know!). The eye appeal on this 
specimen is superb, it is by far the nicest AU we have ever seen, and will not be a coin that is 
upgraded. Ted Craige’s original handwritten envelope is included...................c::ceeeeee $1,600 


ONE OF THE FINEST KNOWN WASHINGTON SMALL 
MILITARY BUST, ENGRAILED EDGE CENTS 
Choice AU, in late die states with numerous die breaks! 


69. "1783" (ca. 1820) Washington Military Bust Copper. Musante GW-109, Baker-4B, 
Vlack 1-A, W-10150. Small Military Bust. Engrailed Edge. Choice About Uncirculated, a 
very high grade example of this popular issue, with the legends, date and design details all razor 
sharp. This is especially unusual since it is struck from the late states of both dies, the obverse 
with cracks through the bottoms of WASHI, and one up through the middle of the following N to 
the rim, through the first E of INDEPENDENCE to Washington’s head, and through most of the 
bottoms of PENDENCE to the tops of the date — while the reverse has a crack from the seated 
figure’s head arching up through the top leaf of the branch. It is really amazing that these dies 
stayed together to strike such pieces! Deep olive brown, the surfaces are hard, with just light rub 
on the highest points of either side breaking the underlying luster. There are a few trivial 
circulation marks, none of any importance. The engrailed edge pieces are many times rarer than 
the plain edges from this die pairing. This variety, with a smaller bust than on the other 
Washington Military bust issues, is the only one that comes with an engrailed edge, which 
certainly makes attribution easier! Ted Craige’s piece, graded AU58 though not as well struck 
up as this one, brought an amazing $2,585 when it was sold by Stack’s Bowers in January 2013 — 
but perhaps not so amazing as that was the highest grade example with an engrailed edge to be 
found in the Stack’s Bowers archive, followed by the Unc but environmentally damaged Anton 
piece which brought $960 in the same firms November 2020 auction. The Heritage archive site 
contains just two high grade examples, an AU58 in their September 2017 sale that brought 
$3,000 and Partrick’s MS62 which brought $3,840 in March 2021. The strong prices for AU 
examples underscore just how difficult the variety is to find anywhere near choice — the vast 
majority of engrailed edge pieces seem to exist in grades around VF, meaning that they did 
circulate, somewhere, for some considerable amount of time. One would assume that with 
George Washington on one side and the other side plainly stating UNITED STATES that 
America would be where they were used, but by 1820 there would have been sufficient Federal 
half and large cents in circulation that lighter Washington pieces wouldn’t have been needed. A 
chance for the specialist or advance type collector to pick up one of the finest of the variety, and 


Mrs. Norweb’s Baker-5 Washington Cent 
with her original printed, typed and handwritten envelope 


70. 1783 [i.e. 1815-1820] Washington Draped Bust Cent, With Button on Toga. Baker 5, 
Vlack 22-R, Breen 1198, Fuld WA.NC.1783.22, Musante GW-108, W-10440, plain edge. 
High Rarity-6. Extremely Fine, some details easily into the Choice range. Full, strong legends 
and date, sharp design detail on either side. Medium brown, the surfaces with the light marks 
expected from a lightly-circulated issue, but nothing that distracts. The With Button type was 
considered an extreme rarity when Baker wrote his reference, with the one in the Crosby sale 
then considered unique. While the cataloguing of the Crosby collection leaves much to be 
desired, it appears that Lot 286 of the 1883 auction was the piece in question, there only 
described as “Uncirculated. Light olive. Plain edge.” It brought $4.25 in that sale, which 
doesn’t seem like much, but the same amount would have bought a very nice Washington North 
Wales Halfpenny with two stars on either side of the harp (today a $15,000+ coin) with almost 
enough left over to buy a Washington Seasons medal in silver that had probably been worn by an 
Indian! The present example is from the NORWEB collection, and comes with Mrs. Norweb’s 
distinct typed and handwritten custom made envelope — note the design on the reverse flap, a 
spider with a body made with the letter N, the letter O making its head, the letter R its posterior — 
NOR in a spider WEB, making NORWEB! Seldom offered, the Whitman Encyclopedia pricing 
this variety at $750 in VF and double that in AU, significantly higher than the other varieties of 
this type they price by grade. A lovely example of a very rare variety, with an outstanding 
provenance and accompanied by Mrs. Norweb’s historical envelope, all for a price well under 
Pe VY SEA A ONL c.g Siento a acoce Sawa weenaee tie maenedenas ane aoe ate awe nousain am iaeetue $600 

Also included is the original lot ticket for the Stack’s November 2006 sale of the Norweb 
Washingtonia, this piece appearing with two others in Lot 2012. Oddly enough, one of those 
others, purchased from a completely different source than this one, was on our FPL #20 issued 
in 2019 — perhaps this example, a different die variety from the one on that list, will be reunited 
with its longtime companion! 


An Attractive 1793/2 Washington Ship Halfpenny, Late Reverse State 


71. 1793/2 Washington Ship Halfpenny. Musante GW-20, Baker-18, W-10855. Copper. 
Lettered Edge. Choice Very Fine, a well-struck example of this popular issue, surprisingly so 
given that the reverse die is heavily buckled and failing! The legends are full on either side, the 
individual letters all sharp, while the 1793 date is strong at the base of the reverse — a strong 
glass showing traces of the underlying 2 that was first punched in. Washington’s bust is sharp, 
with just light, even wear on the high points, with strong facial and hair detail, his epaulet worn 
as expected at this grade. The ship on the reverse is also strong, the top center sail a bit weaker 
than the rest due to die failure there, the rope ladders and gunwales all showing full detail. The 
prominent die bulge at the lower right reverse found on late strikes is hair strong, and the reverse 
shows strong die clashing as well, with the ENT of PRESIDENT clearly visible on and around 
the Y of HALFPENNY, in incuse form. A prominent cud is in the in the left field before the 
stern of the ship, with a smaller one above and to the left. Clearly, this reverse die likely did not 
survive too much longer before shattering. Lovely medium brown with lighter highlights, the 
surfaces are hard and pleasing for a circulated coin. Far fewer marks from circulation than is 
typical for the grade, and this one is nicely free of the darker and slightly rough surfaces one 
often finds for the type. We have seen pieces with the same level of wear make it into EF slabs, 
though we think this one just barely misses that grade level — though it would likely get a 35 
grade if submitted, given the choice color and strength of detail. This is another piece that is also 
part of the British Conder token series, where it is listed as Dalton & Hamer Middlesex 1051. 
This example has an edge lettering similar to other Conders of the period, reading PAYABLE IN 
ANGLESEY LONDON OR LIVERPOOL. There are also an extremely rare plain edge version 
and a brass striking of this type known. We note a dark VF30 in the November 2019 C4 sale 
realizing $432, ihis more attractive SPECIMEN 19 JUStic cos .ccdseancictsccdverkeathiacdsacecndsdaaserkas $375 


A Pleasing, Lightly Circulated 
George Washington Liberty And Security Penny 


72. Undated (1795) Liberty and Security Penny. Musante GW-45, Baker-30, W-11050. 
Copper. Usual Lettered Edge. Extremely Fine, a well-struck example of this hefty coin, 
which was a whopping 1/3 heavier than the early date large cents! Struck in England, where 
this would not have been the largest coin in circulation, as Matthew Boulton’s Soho 
“Cartwheel” pennies were heavier still — but while Washington was respected in England, the 
coin was clearly not meant to circulate there, especially with the reverse legend proclaiming 
liberty! The legends and design details sharp. Light wear on Washington’s wig curl above his 
ear and the eagle’s breast, the two highest points of the design. Pleasing dark chocolate brown, 
the surfaces are hard and with just the most trivial of marks from its short circulation. The 
fields on such large coins often attract and magnify marks (think of all the bagmarked Morgan 
Dollars in existence!), so a circulated example without any marks that are too detracting is a 
find indeed. There are a fair number of this variety known in high grades, including 
Uncirculated — many went into late ig” century British collections (including one to Miss 
Sarah Sophia Banks, now in the British Museum). But there are many worn pieces too (the 
Whitman Encyclopedia notes that the penny denomination “nearly always shows wear, often 
extensive”), nut one wonders what value they circulated at — in either country! Larger than any 
coin in circulation in the US, yet smaller than the Soho Mint pennies (though on par with many 
of the penny-sized Conder tokens that were being struck at this date). The really choice pieces 
can bring into the high four figures — a slabbed MS66 brought over $7,500 in Stack’s Bowers 
March 2015 auction, and another in the same grade managed $6,600 in their 2017 C4 auction, 
while Heritage had a full red one slabbed MS65 that was just shy of the $10,000 mark in 
January 2021. Luckily for the collector on a more modest budget, there are EFs that sell for 
significantly less money — Baker’s own AU brought $1,680 in the 2019 C4 auction for 
example. This one is only slightly more worn and nearly half the price.....................005 $850 


A Pleasing PCGS XF40 Washington Liberty and Security Halfpenny 
Baker 31, with London edge 
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73. 1795 Washington Liberty and Security Halfpenny. Baker 31, Breen 1260, Fuld 
WA.1795.1, Dalton & Hamer Middlesex 1052a, Musante GW-38, W-11015, usual lettered 
edge PAYABLE AT LONDON LIVERPOOL OR BRISTOL. Rarity-3. PCGS XF40. 
Well struck for the issue, which nearly always has Washington’s head flat on the obverse, here 
showing some detail in the face, hair and uniform. The eagle and shield reverse design is sharper 
than normally seen. Full legends and date as expected for the grade. Nice medium brown, a few 
trivial circulation marks that you need a glass to see and essentially a perfect coin for the grade. 
Struck in England and part of both the 18'" century Provincial (“Conder”) Token series as well as 
the American colonial series; as the average grade for the type seems to be in the VF level they 
certainly circulated — indeed, neither the Stack’s Bowers or Heritage archives show an example 
in fully Uncirculated grade, while AUs are represented by under ten examples (many of them 
debatable as too grade in our opinion). One of those was a spotty and unattractive AU (with no 
better detail than this) which old in Stack’s Bowers June 2021 sale for $1,560. We like the even 
color on this one much more than that piece (a higher numerical grade does not always mean a 
better looking coin!), and we like it still more at under half that price! You will too ............. $700 


\ 
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The Liberty and Security Reverse 
Muled with an Irish Conder Token Obverse! 


74. 1795 Liberty and Security Halfpenny / Irish Halfpenny Mule. Baker-31M, D&H 
Dublin-9, W-11020. LONDON Edge. Rarity-4. Very Fine, some details just a tad weaker 
than that grade, overall better than average for one of these crude mules, with the usual areas 
of weakness at the lower right reverse where the legend and shield are still visible, just not as 
sharp as the rest. The “obverse” is actually the reverse die of a Conder token (used on Dalton 
& Hamer Dublin 7-12, most of which are actually evasion coppers, struck from previously 
used Conder token dies — no one said this series wasn’t confusing!); this side reads IRISH 
HALFPENNY above a standing figure with an anchor, the date 1795 below. The “reverse” is 
the usual Washington Liberty & Security halfpenny reverse — an illogical muling of dies, the 
kind of thing often made to sell at a premium to collectors of the day, but as the average 
grade for these is well-worn, it suggests they were instead a cobbling together of old dies to 
produce something for actual circulation (perhaps in Ireland itself, with the appropriate 
obverse and the “Liberty & Security” message of the reverse having resonance in that country 
up to the present day). Whatever reason they were made, they are scarce today and seldom 
come a whole lot nicer than this. Lighter olive brown, the surfaces with a few light marks 
from circulation, nothing out of the ordinary for the type. The surfaces retain a hard look 
despite the area of reverse weakness, free of the rough surfaces often found on this type. 
While not depicting Washington, the use of the same reverse die clearly ties it to the Liberty 
& Security series and to the larger Washingtonia field in general. None were in the John J. 
Ford, Jr. collection in any grade, and the Sylvester Crosby specimen in the Garrett collection 
was just VF (and managed to bring $175 way back in 1981). Oddly, these are nearly 
unknown in full Uncirculated condition, suggesting that contemporary Conder token 
collectors didn’t think enough of the designs to include it in their cabinets in higher states of 
preservation. A surprisingly well-struck AU in the Ted Craige collection brought a bid of 
$4,700 back in January 2013. A nice piece for the grade, cheap at.................cceeeee ee $300 

These mules always come with a die break at the top of the Liberty and Security side — 
which is a slightly earlier state than when the reverse was paired with the usual Washington 
obverse found with the Birmingham edges, which means that the Washington die was used 
again after coining these Irish Halfpenny mules! Breen mentions this with a plain edge as 
well as struck in pewter, though neither has been verified according to Fuld. 


A Pleasing Washington North Wales Halfpenny from Tom Rinaldo 


75. Undated (1795) Washington North Wales Halfpenny. Baker 34, Breen 1294, Fuld 
WA.1795.7, Musante GW-51, plain edge type. Rarity-4. Choice Very Fine, a nice grade 
level for the variety, and almost never found any better. Rather boldly struck for an issue that 
is almost always seen weak. The legends are full on either side, the RGE of GEORGEIVS a 
tad weaker at the left obverse due to the large die break there, but the letters are visible, the 
rest all strong. Good solid design detail for the issue, with nearly full facial features on 
Washington, strong design on the front of his uniform and a mostly strong harp on the 
reverse. There is the usual weakness on Washington’s hair and epaulet and at the far left 
strings on the interior of the harp and the right side of the crown above it— this due to the very 
thin planchets used for this issue as there simply was not enough metal available to flow into 
the deepest parts of the dies. Medium brown, the surfaces surprisingly hard, with the only 
mark of note being an old scratch at the base of the reverse, which is ancient and blended into 
the surface color. Originally considered an evasion copper, where this was listed as Atkins- 
132 (and still listed as such in the Cobwright reference on evasion coppers, where it is called 
G.0120/N.0190). While this reverse is known only with this obverse, the reverse with two 
stars at each side of the harp is paired with this obverse and two different evasion copper 
obverses, effectively tying the entire series together. While still collected with the evasion 
series, the Washington obverse clearly links them to North America as well, meaning it is in 
demand on both sides of the Atlantic. Tough to find any sharper, the EF Norweb piece shows 
slightly sharper detail than this and brought $2,300 back in 2006, while one graded AU-55 
brought a jaw-dropping $5,060 in the Stack’s Bowers December, 2005 auction, a record for 
the variety. Strong prices for great coins, but as each only had slightly more detail visible, we 


Purchased from noted (and missed) dealer Tom Rinaldo in October 1996, and in the 
same collection ever since. 


A CHOICE AU EXAMPLE OF THE RARE BAKER 55 
The American Eagle Medal 


76. 1834 American Eagle medal. Musante GW-147, Baker-55. White Metal. Plain 
edge. Choice Extremely Fine, the reverse fully AU, a boldly struck example of this large and 
very handsome medal, a whopping 50mm in diameter. The legends are full on either side, with 
the bust of Washington sharp and the eagle on the reverse bold and fully struck. Lovely 
medium pewter gray, the fields around Washington’s bust a slightly darker hue. The surfaces 
are hard and choice, with just a few light marks, including a couple ancient, small scratches on 
Washington’s bust, well hidden. This extremely large medal is prone to mishandling and 
marks, and the fields here are nice, especially on the reverse. We note that the Gem 
Uncirculated example in the Ford collection, sold by Stack’s in May, 2004 (Lot 59), brought 
$2,990 in spirited bidding nearly two decades ago There was a nicked VF in Superior’s sale of 
August, 2002, which brought $431.25, a somewhat corroded EF in Stack’s January, 2005 sale 
brought $460, a piece in Stack’s sale of January, 2003 (lot 1378) realized $834, and an EF in 
Coin Galleries July, 2005 sale was bid up to $920. Whether it was an unusual alloy, poor 
storage or their large surface area, the vast majority of these American Eagle medals seem to 
come with many problems, especially rough surface quality and post-striking damage. Priced 
at $850 in EF and $1000 in Uncirculated in the 1999 revision of Baker by Russell Rulau and 
George Fuld, where it is also noted that “it is believed that these were struck in England; 
engraved by John H. Henning (1771-1861).” It appears this medal was intended to 
commemorate the first seven American presidents, with the innermost ring of obverse legend 
added to squeeze in the Marquis de Lafayette who died on May 20 1834. Finding an example 
with any sort of eye appeal is difficult at best, and this one will certainly please, especially at 
this attractive price. Other than the incredible Uncirculated Ford piece, the only recent sales of 
better specimens were Baker’s own Uncirculated specimen that was a bargain at $1,920, and 
one in the Anton sale of November 2021 which was technically Uncirculated, but spotty and 
with a huge hole at the top that still managed to sell at just over $500. The Stack’s Bowers 
archives show just a half dozen examples, the lowest grading VF — two of those six holed, and 
three others heavily nicked or damaged! This example nicer than all but the Baker medal, and 


A White Metal Sansom Medal, Early State of the Original Dies 
Very Rare in this Metal! 


77. 1797" (ca. 1805) Sansom Medal. Presidency Relinquished. Original Dies, Early 
Impression. By John Reich. Musante GW-58, Baker-71B, Julian PR-1. White 
Metal. Traditionally Rarity-7. Plain Edge. About Uncirculated, Polished. This example 
appeared in the Stack’s Bowers 2015 Chicago ANA auction as Lot 5 where it was somewhat 
tersely described as “Boldly prooflike fields, with wispy hairlines and light contact marks 
evident upon close examination,” rather short shrift for an extremely rare medal! Well struck, 
the legends and devices all bold. Unfortunately polished by someone who thought a “nice and 
shiny” medal was worth more than an old, toned one. The polishing thankfully didn’t really 
damage the surfaces, and this medal can likely be toned down to a more natural color and will 
look much nicer as a result. While strikes from the original dies, especially those prior to die 
rust are not quite as rare as once believed (we have records of around 20 in this metal, enough 
to move white metal pieces to the R-6 range), quite a few of them have tin pest, spots, or other 
problems — white metal is relatively fragile and tin pest develops quite easily on these early 
issues. One of Anton’s, which had light tin pest still merited a 62 slab — if this one had the 
polished look toned down but with no tin pest in the fields it might be the more attractive of the 
two. Indeed, in terms of surface hardness, without tin pest, this rivals the prime Anton piece, 
ex Dreyfuss, which was graded 58 but brought $1,440, exactly double what the 62 with pest 
realized. Baker’s own example was graded 62 with extensive pesting — and a large hole (which 
oddly didn’t force a “details” grade on the holder), and it brought $1,020 in November 2019. 
Regardless, it is still a well-detailed example of a rare early issue honoring our first president, 
the dies cut by John Reich in excellent style, and the medals struck at the Philadelphia Mint, 
completely free of tin pest, and with just the most minor of marks (which tend to get magnified 
on prooflike white metal surfaces!), a bargain at jUSt........... 0... cece cece cece cee ee eee enee eae ens $500 


THE EXTREMELY RARE WESTWOOD MEDAL IN TIN 
ONE OF JUST FOUR EXAMPLES KNOWN IN THIS METAL! 
NONE IN FORD, NORWEB, DREYFUSS OR STEINBERG! 


78. Undated (circa 1800) Westwood Medal. White Metal. 40 mm. 30.4 grams. Baker-81B. 
Musante GW-82, First Reverse. Very Fine. Many details a bit sharper than that, but not 
enough for a full EF grade. An extremely rare metal for this issue, one of just four examples 
confirmed to exist in tin or white metal. Well struck, with light, even wear suggesting this was 
held as a pocket piece after Washington’s death. There are some ancient scratches at the lower 
right obverse, some light spotting, and a few minor edge tics which are consistent with the marks 
one would expect from a pocket piece for such a large sized medal. The Rulau-Fuld revision of 
Baker says 4-5 known in tin, while the late Joe Levine of Presidential Coin & Antique Co. stated 
in his rare offerings that there were only 4 known in tin — and Joe spent a lifetime researching 
and selling this series, so his number is likely more accurate. The rarity of this issue in tin is 
underscored by the fact that the Stack’s Bowers archives show just a single example (which 
hailed from a Presidential sale), a more knocked-about VF. The cataloguer of that piece was 
able to find just one other example offered at auction, the Lucien LaRiviere piece which was a 
higher grade EF — but which had a hole in it. That cataloguer goes on to note that “was unknown 
to Baker and still not listed in the 1985 revision. It seems rarer in reality. The Ford Collection 
included a stunning dozen Westwood medals, including three white metal impressions of Baker- 
80, but only one of Baker-81 and that one was silver gilt. Norweb did not include this among 
four different Westwood variants. It was also missing from Garrett, Brand, Oechsner, Dreyfuss, 
Collins, and Steinberg.” There are no listings for this medal in tin in the Heritage archives. How 
often do you have the chance to acquire something that escaped the legendary grasp of John 
Ford? It seems that none of the ones known are especially nice — holed, heavy marks, or 
spotting, pick your poison — but we definitely prefer an unholed specimen where possible! This 


A UNIQUE VARIANT OF THE EXTREMELY RARE 
WASHINGTON OCTAGON MEDAL BY C. C. WRIGHT 


= a a a 


79. Undated (ca. 1834) Stuart Portrait Medal by Charles Cushing Wright, Musante GW- 
143. Extremely Fine. This fascinating piece may have been a trial of some sort, perhaps for the 
Stuart Bust Portrait medals listed as Musante GW-143B. This unusual octagonal medal comes in 
three different sizes, in copper, white metal and silvered white metal, the latter metal unique to 
the piece offered here. This appeared in Presidential Coin & Antique Co.’s June 2011 sale, lot 
273 where it was described by Joe Levine as follows: 


UNLISTED VARIANT OF THE WASHINGTON OCTAGONAL MEDAL. Similar to 
Baker M-652, but 31.5mm rather than 25mm, and struck in silvered white metal rather than in 
bronze. Extremely Fine. The only example of the smaller medal known to us is Garrett [V 
specimen, Lot #1911. The Garrett cataloger noted that the medal was described by Snowden and 
Appleton, and that Garrett obtained his specimen from the Sylvester S. Crosby collection in 
1883. This larger sized example, obtained by David Hirsh from Charles Kirtley’s 1/28/95 fixed 
price list, is the only example known to us. 


Musante lists copper and white metal pieces known in 19mm size on oval planchets, a copper 
strike as a polygon instead of octagon at 25.3mm, and copper and silvered white metal octagonal 
pieces in this larger size of 31.75mm — each of these sizes, shapes and metals likely unique, and 
this is the only piece cited by Musante for this shape and metal. A fascinating issue, and as 
Bushnell had one polygon and one octagon piece it may be that they were made specifically for 
him — or at least those two were and these other pieces may have been produced by Wright to 
sell to other collectors of the day. The opportunities for the Washingtonia specialist to obtain 
this unusual issue may not be once-in-a-lifetime, but we suspect it will be a few decades before 


Accompanied by the original auction envelope from the June 2011 Presidential Coin and 
Antique Co. auction. The Newman Numismatic Portal has recently added a complete set of these 
sales to their archives — a treasure trove for the researcher! 


A GW COUNTERSTAMP ON A SPANISH-AMERICAN 1 REAL 


80. Undated GW counterstamp on a regal Spanish-American 1 Real of Charles II (struck 
1772-1784). Counterstamp VF, host coin Good, holed. Another fascinating piece, from the 
same PCAC auction as the above, where this appeared as Lot 278 and was described by Joe 
Levine as follows: 


“GW COUNTERSTAMP. Baker 1036. 17.6 mm. Silver. ‘GW’ in relief within a rectangular 
depression c/s on an AG Spanish-American | real. The GW has been stamped over a prior c/s of 
an eagle of the federal gold reverse type of 1807. The reverse has hints of a very crude eagle c/s. 
Burnk has condemned all of these GW counterstamps as fantasies on the grounds that all of the 
GW marks which he has seen ‘show no wear to the countermark.’ To our eye, however, the 
mark appears to have some wear to it. We should also note that the depression into which the 
GW is stamped is of sufficient depth that one would not expect it to evidence much wear. From 
Stack’s Coin Galleries Sale of 7/14/94, #2883.” 


As usual, Levine’s commentary is insightful. There are a number of obviously newer GW 
countermarks on various copper and silver coins which are listed in the Rulau-Fuld work, which 
quotes Brunk more fully than Levine’s listing; included in that group is a 1779 1 Real coin. We 
have handled some of the other types that were clearly made in the 1950s to 1960s, while this 
particular piece has a completely different look to it, not only because of the counterstamp over a 
previous counterstamp and the trace of wear, but also the clear wear pattern on the side opposite 
the counterstamp and the fact the host coin is well-worn and holed (whereas the newer GW 
countermarks are on higher grade coins, likely to help with the illusion that they were 
contemporary products). None of those known more modern GW countermarks have an earlier 
countermark on the host coins either. While there is no way to prove it is contemporary — or, 
indeed, that the GW initials stand for George Washington — this one is certainly different. It also 
makes more sense for someone to have copied a known countermark to produce the more 
modern concoctions instead of creating something completely unseen in numismatics at any time 
prior. A fascinating issue, one that we hope the next owner will continue to research and write 
lp eit findings TOL PUD MICAMON ot ..reescancuin anton dtyncaatbusrenseleconenonavesawnuueaievesatausiedous $400 
Accompanied by the original auction envelope from the June 2011 PCAC auction. 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 


e All prices include postage and insurance 
Payment can be made by check or money order or through PayPal at no additional 
charge, if sent via “Friends and Family” from your PayPal account. Other forms of 
PayPal or credit card payments are also acceptable but are subject to a 3% surcharge to 
cover some of the fees involved 

e California residents must add 7.75% sales tax to any purchase under $1,000 (or provide a 
valid resale number when ordering). In-state orders over $1,000 are not subject to 
California sales tax 

e All items guaranteed genuine (except for those explicitly described as otherwise, 
including struck copies, electrotypes, casts, ant the like) 

e All items come with a no questions asked 14-day return period after you receive them 

e We are happy to e-mail photographs of any pieces in a larger size which can be enlarged 
on your computer screen for enhanced viewing 
We are happy to discuss layaway plans, with no interest charges added 

e All coins are stored in bank vaults, and we maintain no over the counter facilities 
Your satisfaction is the most important part of our business 


To place an order: 


e e-mail us at: rosaamltd@ gmail.com 
call us at: (619) 929-7926 (but please note we are on Pacific Time and leave a message if 
we cannot answer; messages will be returned in the order they are received) 

e write us at: P.O. Box 3447, San Diego, California 92163 


© 2022 Rosa Americana, Ltd. All rights in this catalogue are expressly reserved. No part of the 
contents, including text and photographs, may be reproduced in any manner whatsoever, including 
electronic media, without the express written consent of the copyright holder. 


